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(2) Japan’s first emperor was not Jimmu Tenno but Sujin
Tenno who most likely migrated from Manchuria or Korea
early in the fourth century. This indicates that the Imperial
Family was not founded in 660 B.C. as is claimed in mod-

ern official Japanese histories, but ten centuries later.= -
AN ANTSI K] ORBFP-ROCHKR - sBUEK OV
i L IR0 0
() Japanese historians, archaeologists and ethnologists, Dr.
Egami declares, are unanimous in the opinion that the
time has come for a revolutionary change in writing the
history of this country for popular reading. Dr.Egami fur-
ther believes that there are many untouched fields in Ja-
pan for the archaeologist, historian, and ethnologist due to
the noticeable easing of the hush-hush hands-off policy
which for decades was adopted by the government regard-
ing investigations into matters which were considered sa-
cred.

(23) The custom was introduced of building gigantic mausole-
ums and it is to be noted that the burial ground of Em-
peror Nintoku is several times larger than the pyramids.
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(=) Plans have quietly progressed for such an undertaking
and have reached the point where Prince Takamatsu, Em-
peror Hirohito’s second brother, is reliably reported to be
slated to become chairman of an excavation committee.

(%) Meanwhile, it has been learned that Dr.Edwin O.

Reichauer of Harvard University who is at present in the
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United States, conferred with Prince Takamatsu some
months ago regarding the proposed scientific research
work.

Dr.Hiroshi Ikeuchi, professor of history at Tokyo Univer-
sity and a scholar who is recognized as one of Japan’s
foremost historians, said that he was severely assailed
some years ago when he proposed the excavation of a
mausoleum regarding which there was at that time no re-
cord as to who might be buried within it.

This unusual aerial picture, taken before the war by the

Japanese army, shows the mausoleum of Emperor Nintoku.

TAMOTSU MURAYAMA ! 4@ R 02 #k°

The account of plans to excavative the mausoleum of
Emperor Nintoku which appeared in the Nippon Times
earlier this week has stirred considerable interest not
alone among scholars but among layman as well. This
writer is in receipt of several inquiries, including some
from Americans.

TAMOTSU MURAYAMA 2 40 2 202 #5°

Dr. Kiyoshi Mizuno ~J#&72°

At first it was thought that the work needed not to be
conducted on such a gigantic scale as to necessitate the
appropriation of government funds. But scholars from all

(

o~
[\

)

parts of the country, meeting in Tokyo to discuss the pro-
ject, have come to the conclusion that a vast monetary out-

lay will be necessary and that the work might take more

than five years if it is to be undertaken in a proper manner.

Those behind the five-year plan include Dr. Yoshito Hrada
and Dr. Namio Egami of Tokyo University, Prof. Sousuke
Sugihara of Meiji University, and Dr. Kiyoshi Mizuno of
Kyoto University. It is their plan to have the Government
introduce a bill during the present session of the Diet for
funds to carry on the work. In the meantime these men
are awaiting word from Dr. Edwin Reishauer of Harvard
University who is understood to have discussed with the
Emperor’s second brother, Prince Takamatsu the possibili-
ties of Harvard University taking some part in the mauso-
leum excavation project, and who recently returned to the
United States.
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