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Deviation from the dépaysement in Joseph Cornell’s works:
focusing on the Medici Slot Machine (Object)

Monami TSUKADA

Joseph Cornell (1903-1972) was a 20th century American artist who created many
assemblages using boxes. He has been considered a Surrealist artist. In this paper, I focus on the
Medici Slot Machine (Object), which was created in 1942 but has not yet been analyzed in detail,
when Cornell interacted with the Surrealists. I show that Cornell’s work deviates from the idea
of dépaysement, one of the approaches of Surrealism, and that his work is characterized by having
clements shared by their materials although the dépaysement tried hard to exclude the shared
clements. Each material has not lost its original context due to the shared elements, and Cornell’s
work incorporates the original contexts.
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