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In spelling, | propose merely to complete what all English and
American Lexicographers, from Dr. Samuel Johnson, down to the
authors of the changes, contained in the latest editions of Walker’s,
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Webster's and Worcester’s Dictionaries, all commenced, but timidly
abandoned... . | propose to complete their unfinished work, by
conforming all the derivations of such words, and all words from
the same roots, to a uniform representation of the sounds heard
respectively in these words™™
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It [the Queen’s English] is, so to speak, this land’s great highway of
thought and speech ; and seeing that the Sovereign in this realm is
the person round whom all our common interests gather, the
source of our civil duties and centre of our civil rights..[J Alford0 O
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The answer lies in the important point that the construction of a
national identity is not settled at one point and then fixed for ever
(as most of the nineteenth-century commentators would have argued), but a
constant process of change and development determined among
other things by the political purposes that such constructions were
to serve. In this sense nationality is never achieved (in the French
sense of achiever, to complete or finish), but always in the process of
being forged. And it is this that explains the processive repetition of
claims for the unity of language and nation in Britain during this
period. The specific characteristics of a particular nationality are not
immutably fixed but historically viable, and thus the self] image of
the English people, and of course the very idea that there was ‘an
English people’, would not have been the same in the 1650s and the
1850s. (Crowley 1989 : 68)
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For many of the mid-nineteenth-century historians of the language
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its unbroken existence was undoubted and that in turn therefore
entailed that the English nation had itself been a long-standing,
continuously evolving entity. (Crowley 1989 : 46)
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The national mind is reflected in the national speech....Every
important feature in a people’s language is reflected in its character
and history. (Alford 1864 : 13)
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..the ‘essence’ of the language and nation (the internal), remains
always organically ordered in terms of its development and only
‘accidental’ features of language and nation (the external or historical),

are constantly open to change. (Crowley 1989 : 47)
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Whenever political and cultural crisis threatened the English
language was offered as evidence of the underlining or unconscious
unity that held all together despite superficial differences. In this
sense language became the political unconscious of the nation since
if nothing else there could at least be agreement that ‘we’ (the
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unifying pronoun) all speak ‘the same language’ and therefore all
share ‘the same background’ historically and culturally. (Crowley
1989 : 70)
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It expresses...what every one who values our native tongue in its
purity must feel:that most of the grammars, and rules, and
applications of rules, now so commonly made for our language, are
in reality not contributions towards its purity, but main instruments of
its deterioration. (Alford 1864 :9-10) (DO O OO OO)
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Our middle class (we beheld something of this kind in the Thirteenth
Century) has an amazing love of cumbrous Latin words, which have
not long been in vogue... the offspring of our shopkeepers are
taught bad French and worse Latin..The books used in our
National schools show a lofty disdain for homespun English.... The
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corruption is now spreading downward to the lower class. (Kington
-Oliphant 1873 : 323)
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After all, it is rather hard to grudge him his chance of showing off
that he learned Latin in youth. One of this breed, in the last years
of the French Empire, was never tired of telling us in a queer Anglo
-Gallic Jargon what he ate and drank at Paris, and what Dukes and
Marquesses he slapped on the back. Such stuff could not have been
served up, day by day, if it had not hit the taste of the English
middle class, a taste thoroughly corrupt. A writer of this kind must
have readers like minded with himself. (O O : 328-329)
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If we wish to know the cause of the bad style employed in
preaching by too many of the Anglican clergy, we must ask how
they have been taught at our Schools and Universities. Much heed
is there bestowed on Latin and Greek, but none on English. (0O :
BB oOgooogoo
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I am taught that the progress of the race is by the survival of the fittest
and the elimination of the weak by a process of natural selection ; and
the commercial competition is one form by which superior organisms
triumph over the lower. In that competition | hope Japan will now
take a much prominent part than she has hitherto done™™ 0000
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...if we would keep pace with the age, must adopt a copious and
expanding European language. The necessity for this arises mainly
out of the fact that Japan is a commercial nation ; and also that, if we
do not adopt a language like that of the English, which is quite
predominant in Asia, as well as elsewhere in the commercial world,
the progress of Japanese civilization is evidently impossible. @ 000
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That is a very great question. It is, | should say, a question
concerning the competition for supremacy between the races and the
religion as well as for intelligence, power and wealth between two of
the great divisions of the world "™ 00000000
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He who cannot express his thoughts correctly in his own language, is
not likely to obtain credit for much knowledge of any other ; nor will
an ill-spelt, ungrammatical letter impress anyone with the idea that
the writer of it is an ‘educated’ man ; while, on the other hand, the
Englishman whose linguistic acquirements do not extend beyond
the language of Shakespeare, but who knows that thoroughly and can
wield it well, possesses an instrument with which he may fight his way
to almost any position he may choose to aspire to, whether he turn his
thoughts to poetry or to politics, to literature or to commerce.” ? The
Reader, January 28, 18650 00000000
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The care of the national language | consider at all times a sacred
trust, and a most important privilege of the higher orders of society.
Every man of education should make it the object of his unceasing
concern to preserve his language pure and entire, and to speak it, so
far as is in his power, in all its beauty and perfection.” @M 0000 O
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The history proper of the Japanese Empire stretches over 2,532 years,
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and begins with the year of ascension to the throne of the Emperor
Zinmu, the first sovereign who definitively established the empire,
His dynasty, until the present time, has suffered no change, and is
therefore the oldest in the world™P
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..the unification of the power of the nation in the hands of the
emperor, so that Japan might become strong enough to stand as an
equal in the face of the nations of the earth™d
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In the age of spirits there can be found nothing that will excite our
curiosity, except the language. Its structure is similar to the modern
Japanese, though the considerable difference in the manner of
expression and in pronunciation makes its acquirement difficult. Its
origin, as well as that of our race, is not yet determined ™0 0000
gooo
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According to the record of Koziki, which was written 1,160 years ago,
and is one of the oldest, the traditions of our country exhibit the
creation in evolution... P 00000000
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In concentrating upon the formal continuities of the language (the
internal history), ‘the history of the language’ successfully portrayed
its object as having a complex but unified pattern of evolution.
(Crowley 1989:471 00000000
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The spoken language of Japan being inadequate to the growing
necessities of the people of that Empire, and too poor to be made,
by a phonetic alphabet, sufficiently useful as a written language...
Indeed a new language is demanded by the whole Empire. W0 O O
0oooooo
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The only course to be taken, to secure the desired end, is to start
anew, by first turning the spoken language into a properly written form,
based on a pure phonetic principle. P 00000000
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It is very important that the alphabets of the two languages under
consideration —Japanese and English— be as nearly alike as

possible, in sound and letters. [0
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It may be added, in this connection, that the written language now in
use in Japan, has little or no relation to the spoken language, but is
mainly hieroglyphic — a deranged Chinese, blended in Japanese, all
the letters of which are themselves of Chinese origin™m{0 000000
0og
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In the style of expression, the spoken language of Japan differs
considerably from the written, though in their structure they are
both mainly the same... the vowel-sounds are each defined and all
short. The style of the written language is like the Chinese. In all
our institutions of learning the Chinese classics have been used.
There are four different methods of writing a character, and all of

them are of Chinese origin..70
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All the schools the Empire has had, for many centuries, have been
Chinese ; and , strange to state, we have had no schools nor books,
in our own language for educational purposes. These Chinese schools,
being now regarded not only as useless, but as a great drawback to

our progressC] are in the steady progress of extinction. P 00000
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The language [English]... is undergoing a sad and rapid process of
deterioration. Its fine manly Saxon is getting diluted into long Latin
words not carrying half the meaning ... . (Alford 1864 : 145)

Kington-Oliphant 0 D O 0 0DIMO0 O0OO0OOO0OO0OOCODOOOOO
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oon

The books used in our National schools show a lofty disdain for
homespun English.... The corruption is now spreading downward to
the lower class.... ” (Oliphant 1873 ; 323)

we must ask how they have been taught at our Schools and
Universities. Much heed is there bestowed on Latin and Greek, but
none on English (Oliphant 1873 : 335)
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0 “There are some efforts being made t do away with the use of Chinese
characters by reducing them to simple phonetics, but the words familiar through
the organ of the eye are so many, that to change them into those of the ear
would cause too great an inconvenience, and be quite impracticable.”0 [0 0 [ O
0000000O00OO0obOObOobobbob0omoooooooooao
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00000D0D0D0ooDooooooooooogoaa©.. the absolute
necessity of mastering the English language is thus forced upon us.” 0 00O OO
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Our language is poor, and is limited within ourselves, because we
have no occasion to use it for higher purposes: and it became very
short... . As | said, our language is so very poor that it will become
useless very soon. | expect that when foreign schools are established
throughout our country, the English language will become
predominant, and our own language will be very much diminished,
and finally a kind of curiosity ; and what | say now is in the part of
that curiosity. [Laughter and applause. "0 00000000
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Without the aid of the Chinese, our language has never been taught
or used for any purpose of communication. This shows its poverty...
the English language...suppresses the use of both Japanese and
Chinese...Under the circumstance, our meager language, which can
never be of any use outside of our islands, is doomed to yield to the
domination of the English tongue...the laws of state can never be
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preserved in the language of Japan. All reasons suggest its disuse. 0
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All those doctrines (Buddhism, Confucianism, and Shintoism in Japan)
are now suffering a decline and are ebbing away before the new
lights of science and art, which are being introduced from Europe
and America. ™0
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That while Christians claimed to have the only true religion and
pretended to be better than all other men, they did not, in that
particular, differ from the Chinese or Japanese, who assert the same
claims for their religions....It would be a wonderful thing, should
the time ever arrive, when the so-called Christians, who profess the
faith, but do not live up to it, shall cease to boast of the superiority
of their religion, and regard themselves as worse than al other
people, because of their guilt in making insincere professions. True
Christians may not be considered as identical the general sense of
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civilization- in which the good and the bad participate, - but true
philosophy would seem to teach that it should be a leading element
in such civilization, ™0
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The state of affairs there developed served to increase the anxiety of the
Satsuma party, which desired the complete overthrow of the Shiogunate.
Coup detat was, therefore, resolved upon.The declining power of the
Shiogun was naturally inimical to the rising influence of the daimios, and
particularly t that of the Satsumas. The supporters of the Shiogun thought
they had discovered in the proposition to abolish the Shiogunate an
ambitious design upon the part of the Satsmas to succeed the Shiogun in
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