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In ancient time it was the custom [for authors] to address their
works to some eminent for their merit to mankind, or particular pat-
ronage of the writers themselves, or for knowledge in the matter of
which they treated. Under these regards it was a memorable honour
to both parties, and a very agreeable record of their commerce with

each other.®
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None but a person of a finished character can be the proper patron
of a work, which endeavours to cultivate and polish human life, by
promoting virtue and knowledge, and by recommending whatsoever

may be either useful or ornamental to society.
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I have an ambition this work may be placed in the library of so good

a judge of what is valuable, in that library where the choice is such

that it will not be a disparagement to be the meanest author in it.10
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As no man hath a more stern and inflexible hatred to flattery than
myself, it hath been usual with me to send most of my performances
into the world without the ornament of those epistolary prefaces
commonly called Dedications; a custom, however, highly censured by

my bookseller, who affirms it a most unchristian practice...19
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Asking leave to dedicate, therefore, is asking whether you will pay
for your Dedication, and in that sense I believe it understood by

both authors and patrons.!®
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Fustian: ‘A dedication is generally a bill drawn for value there-
in contained; which value is a set of nauseous fulsome compliments
which my soul abhors...”

Sneerwell: ‘Yes, faith, a dedication without flattery will be

worth the seeing.’ 1
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The Non-Dedication

Not dedicated to any prince in Christendom, for fear it might be
thought an idle piece of arrogance; not dedicated to any man of qual-
ity, for fear it might be thought too assuming; not dedicated to any
learned body of men, as either of the Universities or the Royal Soci-
ety, for fear it might be thought an uncommon piece of vanity; nor
dedicated to any one particular friend, for fear of offending another;
therefore dedicated to nobody; but if for once we may suppose no-
body to be everybody, as everybody is often said to be nobody, then

this work is dedicated to everyone.

By their most humble and
devoted
WILLIAM HOGARTH.?
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To the Right Honourable
PHILIP DORMER,
Earl of CHESTERFIELD;
One of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State.

My Lord,

When first I undertook to write an English Dictionary, I had no ex-
pectation of any higher patronage than that of the proprietors of the

copy, nor prospect of any other advantage than the price of my
labour...2%
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To Dr Mead.

Sir,
That the Medical Dictionary is dedicated to you, is to be im-
puted only to your reputation for superior skill in those sciences
which I have endeavoured to explain and facilitate; and you are,

therefore, to consider this address, if it be agreeable to you, as one
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of the rewards of merit; and if otherwise, as one of the inconveni-
ences of eminence.

However you shall receive it, my design cannot be disappointed;
because this publick appeal to your judgment will show that I do not
found my hopes of approbation upon the ignorance of my readers,
and that [ fear his censure least, whose knowledge is most extensive.

I am Sir,
Your most obedient humble Servant,

R. James.3V
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With this view I have very diligently read the works of Shakes-
peare, and now presume to lay the result of my searches before your
lordship, before that judge whom Pliny himself would have wished

for his assessor to hear a literary cause.3%)
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Triflers may find or make any thing a trifle; but since it is the great
characteristic of a wise man to see events in their causes, to obviate
consequences, and ascertain contingencies, your lordship will think
nothing a trifle by which the mind is inured to caution, foresight,

and circumspection.3”)
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The same skill, and often the same degree of skill, is exerted in great
and little things, and your lordship may sometimes exercise, on a
harmless game, those abilities which have been so happily employed

in the service of your country.3®

FUHEA, LIELEH CREOHFI NS S 2306 ICH S
NHELDTYT, BT, ZoERKZER BV, BFTrIER
DIOVHEML L SN D TR ZENATHNFL LI,

MEMA SR, 2170 B2 ER~NOEADF NG LIFR%ED S O
ELTHRDIT 280 LAFICLARTWS, KXY o Vit LEEoOwE
ZDOWTIZIFLTWE, "Froh—0ERIIESHEYSHD 3¢
BT 5 ETRNOELFIET 5, MOSTHSTLEERLPICT 2%
BHEELERES RV (FPBE) weeeee HHEDLHBEIIPHREENL D
TYa vy ZHCOBBOIEL Z0BEROR O WH LI CTHER
DI &L, Pary o iig s Ay 2 VoS

(21) 44



I—ETHENZIDTH b,

KROBIIY 3 — VRSN 371 il TRXFLOF
LR ~OBFETH LD, KXy o izdhid, ZoEEEERORE
VO—FHIRBEWI R Va vy yOEIRBLDIEEV),, DEY, V
YV YIRIOBRICELT, BEOALLT, AXLSFEANLS
Y, Ve — VS HICBE S v & SRR, )b T
FOEBELTT, CHRHEEN-THA ) ZLIEGCE 2V, BE
OHELLEDL > TWA,

An age of war is not often an age of learning: the tumult and anxiety
of military preparations seldom leave attention vacant to the silent
progress of study, and the placid conquests of investigation; yet,
surely, a vindication of the inspired writers can never be unreason-
ably offered to the DEFENDER OF THE FAITH, nor can it ever be
improper to promote that Religion, without which all other blessings
are snares of destruction, without which armies cannot make us safe,

nor victories make us happy.2%
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To His Royal Highness the Duke of York.

Sir,

They who are permitted to prefix the names of princes to trea-
tises of science generally enjoy the protection of a patron, without
fearing the censure of a judge.

The honour of approaching your royal highness has given me
many opportunities of knowing, that the work which I now presume
to offer will not partake of the usual security. For as the knowledge
which your royal highness has already acquired of Geometry ex-
tends beyond the limits of an introduction, I expect not to inform
you, I shall be happy if I merit your approbation.

An address to such a patron admits no recommendation of the
science. It is superfluous to tell your royal highness that Geometry
is the primary and fundamental art of life; that its effects are ex-
tended through the principal operations of human skill; that it con-
ducts the soldier in the field, and the seaman in the ocean; that it
gives strength to the fortress, and elegance to the palace. To your
royal highness all this is already known; Geometry is secure of your
regard, and your opinion of its usefulness and value has sufficiently
appeared, by the condescension in which you have been pleased to

honour one who has so little pretension to the notice of princes, as,
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Sir,
Your royal highness,
Most obliged,
Most obedient,

And most humble servant,

WILLIAM PAYNE.4D
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To the QUEEN.

Madam, ——the condescension with which your Majesty has
been pleased to permit your name to stand before the following His-
tory, may justly reconcile the Author to his favorite study, and con-
vince him, that whatever may be said by the professors of severer
wisdom, the hours which he has bestowed upon Music have been
neither dishonourably nor unprofitably spent.

The science of musical sounds, though it may have been depre-
ciated, as appealing only to the ear, and affording nothing more than
a momentary and fugitive delight, may be with justice considered as
the art that unites corporal with intellectual pleasure, by a spieces
of enjoyment which gratifies sense, without weakening reason, and
which therefore the great may cultivate without debasement, and the
good enjoy without deprevation.

Those who have most diligently contemplated the state of man,
have found it best with vexations which can neither be repelled by
splendor, nor eluded by obscurity; to the necessity of combating

these intrusions of discontent, the ministers of pleasure were indebt-
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ed for that kind reception, which they have perhaps too indiscrimi-
nately obtained. Pleasure and innocence ought never to be separated;
yet we seldom find them otherwise than at variance, except when
Music brings them together.

To those who know that Music is among your Majesty’s recrea-
tions, it is not necessary to display its purity or assert its dignity.
May it long amuse your leisure, not as a relief from evil but as an
augmentation of good; not as a diversion from care, but as a varia-
tion of felicity. Such, Madam, is my sincerest wish, in which I can
however boast no peculiarity of reverence or zeal; for the virtues of
your Majesty are universally confessed; and however the inhabitants
of the British empire may differ in their opinions upon other ques-
tions, they all behold your excellencies with the same eye, and cele-
brated them with the same voice; and to that name which one nation
is echoing to another, nothing can be added by the respectful

admiration and humble gratitude of, Madam,
Your Majesty’s
Most obedient

And most devoted servant,

CHARLES BURNEY .42
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