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Memorial Service for Creatures Bred at Aquariums:

The Case of Enoshima Aquarium

R FHRACT

F—U— K Epp i, RISES BEM, WAEG. o

This paper aims to discuss the thinking of those who hold memorial
services for creatures bred at aquariums. Daisuke Takagi's discussion of
“individual recognition” is important in that the focus is the keeper’s sor-
row for the dead creatures. The results of interviews in aquariums across
Japan and participant observation at Enoshima Aquarium in Kanagawa
Prefecture investigating memorial services for aquarium-raised creatures
held at aquariums clarified that the consciousness of the keepers and visi-
tors to aquariums should be noted. Surveys of aquariums nationwide found
that memorial monuments tend to be set up at inconspicuous places, and
that memorial services are privately held by the breeders in many cases.
On the other hand, a table on which donated flowers are placed tends to
be for visitors to the aquariums by requests from visitors. It should be
noted that such a memorial action on the part of the visitors is being car-
ried out at the same time as the construction of memorial monuments and
the implementation of memorial services. In the case of the memorial ser-

vice at Enoshima Aquarium, visitors, in addition to staff, could attend the



service. It was found that the memorial service has different roles for the
keepers and the visitors. This paper, based on the results of the nation-
wide survey and the memorial service for creatures bred at Enoshima
Aquarium, presents the difference in individual recognition between the
keepers and the visitors and the difference in the role played by the act

of holding a memorial service.
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