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A Theoretical Perspective on Contemporary Nationalism in Japan: From Mechanical
Reproduction to Digital Reproduction

NIIKURA Takahito

How can we understand contemporary nationalism in Japan? In other words, what kind of
theoretical perspective will be required to grasp the characteristics of contemporary nationalism in
Japan?

After rapid economic growth, Japanese nationalism has been transformed from an ideology aiming
at the project of nation building into discrete messages concerning national identity. These changes
have been catalyzed by the fact that the discursive production has been transformed due to the
expansion of the domestic publishing market as well as the advent of Internet technologies.

To scrutinize this discursive transformation concerning nationalism, we need to focus not only on
what the media transmit but on what the media enables us to produce. As Lev Manovich insists in
his The Language of New Media, the increasing capacity of computation has radically changed the
process of cultural production. It is no longer possible to understand discourses of nationalism by
focusing on the intellectuals’ ideology; instead, they must be understood by analyzing the exorbitant

dissemination of information in the age of digital reproduction.
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