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Kyoon-ji Temple’s Amida Sanzon (Amitabha triad), Kamakura and its likely connection to Kaikei

Keiko OSAWA

This article discusses the Standing Amida Nyorai(Amitabha)and the two Bodhisattvas flanking it to
form a triad at Kyoon-ji Temple in Kamakura. This triad represents raigo—the descent of Amida to receive
the soul of a deceased person. One Bodhisattva, Kannon (Avalokitesvara), holds a lotus pedestal in both
hands, while the other, Seishi (Sthamaprapta), has both hands pressed together in prayer. These statues are
made of cypress wood using the warihagi method in which a block of wood is split into halves, hollowed out,
and then joined together. The statues are painted in gold, and their eyes are crystal inlays.

It has long been surmised that this triad was created by sculptors of Buddhist statues from Kaikei’s
lineage. The characteristics of this triad—the facial features and their expressions, especially the strongly
modulated gazes and almond eyes, as well as their clothing style—coincide with those of statues produced by
the Kaikei line. In a 2008 article in the journal Ars Buddhica (vol.296), I analyzed the Kannon and the Seishi
statues of Jizo-in Temple in Mashiko, Tochigi prefecture and concluded that they can be attributed to Kaikei
(2-1227), ca.1194. Here I posit that the style of this Amida Sanzon at Kyoon-ji suggests that this triad too
may be attributed to Kaikei, dating probably from his early period, which also includes the Jizo-in statues. The
characteristics of the triad’s facial expressions and clothing styles seem to fall between those of the Kaikei’s
works at Jyodo-ji, Ono, Hyogo prefecture (1196) and at Koudai-in, Wakayama prefecture, (ca. 1221);
therefore I suggest that this triad was created sometime between 1195 and 1203. While the provenance of

the Kyoon-ji statue has been unclear, it is notable as a rare example of Kaikei’s works concerning the Honen
Jodo (Pure Land) school of Buddhism in the Kanto area.



