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Car le ior misme que la baltaille dut estre li furent les noueles dites
que la roine sa dame estoit morte &trespasse de cest siecle tiers ior
auoit . Et tot ensi estoit il auenu comme len li auvoit dit . Car {la roine
estoit lors trespassee nouuvielment . Mais] onques mais si haute dame
plus bele repentance ¥ ne qui plus dolcement criast merci a nostre
[M231d] seignor quele fist . Et de sa mort fu lancelot dolans &
corecies sor tos homes quant il en sor la verite. [p.384.] 4
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“Abbes, to you I knowlache here
That throw thys ylke man And me,
For we to-gedyr han loved vs dere,
All thys sorowfull werre hathe be;
my lord is slayne, that had no pere,
And many A doughty knyght And free;
There-fore for sorowe I dyed nere,
As sone As I euyr hym gan see — [3638-45]¢
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Vnto god I pray, All-myghty kynge,

he yeffe yow to-gedyr loye And blysse,

But I befse]che the in All thynge
That newyr in thy lyffe After thysso

Ne come to me for no sokerynge,
Nor send me sond, but dwelle in blysse;

I pray to god euyr lastynge
To Graunte me grace to mend my mysse.” [3670-77]
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“Now, swete madame, that wold I not doo,
To haue All the world vnto my mede;
So vntrew fyne ye me neuyr mo;,
It for to do cryste me for-bede!

Vnto god I yiffe a heste to holde,

The same desteny that yow is dyghte
I will Resseyve in som house bolde,

To plese here-After god All-myght;

To please god All that I maye



I shall here-After do myne entente,
And euyr for yow specyAlly pray,
While god wyll me lyffe lente.” [3678-93]
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“madame,” than sayd launcelot de lake,
“kysse me, And I shall wende as-tyte. ” [3712-13]
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He threw hys armys to the walle,
That Ryche were and bryght of blee;
By-fore the e[r]myte he gan downe falle,
And comely knelyd vpon hys knee;
Than he shrove hym of hys synnes Alle
And prayd he myght hys broder be,
To serue god in boure and halle,



That myght-full kynge of mercy free [3778-85]
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‘Thorow thys same man and me hath all thys warre be wrought, and
the deth of the moste nobelest knyghtes of the worlde; for thorow
oure love that we have loved togydir ys my moste noble lorde slayne.
Therefore, sir Launcelot, wyte thou well I am sette in suche a plyght
to gete my soule Mhele™ , {p.1252. T

BRI S — 2oy Mg 3,

And there[f]ore, sir Launcelot, I requyre the and beseche the hartily,
for all the lo[v]e that ever was betwyxt us, that thou never se me no
more in the visayge. And I commaunde the, on Goddis behalff, that
thou forsake my company. And to thy kyngedom loke thou turne
agayne, and kepe well thy realme frome warre and wrake, for as well
as I have loved the heretofore, myne [har]te woll nat serve now to se
the; for thorow theand me ys the f[lou]re of kyngis and [knyghtes]
destroyed. [p.1252.]
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Nay, madame, wyte you well that shall I never do, for I shall never be
so false unto you of that I have promysed. But the "same™ desteny
that ye have takyn you to, I woll take me to, for Tto please? Jesu,
and ever for you I caste me specially to pray. . . . f<o>r yet wyste ye
me never false of my promyse. And God deffende but that I shulde
forsake the worlde as ye have done! . . . And therfore, lady, sythen ye
have taken you to perfeccion, I must nedys take me to perfection, of
ryght. For I take recorde of God, in you I have had myn erthly joye,
and yf I had founden you now so dysposed, I had caste me to have
had vou into myn owne royame. But sythen I fynde you thus

desposed, I ensure you faythfully, I wyl ever take me to penaunce

and praye whyle my lyf lasteth, . . . Wherfore, madame, I praye you
kysse me, and never no more.

[p.1253.]
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‘And by thenne thou come there, thou shalt fynde quene Guenever
dede. And therfore take thy felowes with the, and purvey them of an
hors-bere, and fetche thou the cors of hir, and burye hir by her
husbond, the noble kyng Arthur.’ [p.1255.]
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‘I beseche Almyghty God that I may never have power to see syr
Launcelot wyth my worldly eyen!’ [p.1255.]
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‘A, Launcelot!” he sayed, 'thou were hede of al Crysten knyghtes!
And now I dare say,” sayd syr Ector, ’thou sir Launcelot, there thou
lyest, that thou were never matched of erthely knyghtes hande. And



thou were the curtest knyght that ever bare shelde! And thou were
the truest frende to thy lovar that ever bestrade hors, and thou were
the trewest lover, of a synful man, that ever loved woman, and thou
were the kyndest man that ever strake wyth swerde. And thou were
the godelyest persone that ever cam emonge prees of knyghtes, and
thou was the mekest man and the jentyllest that ever ete in halle
emonge ladyes, and thou were the sternest knyght to thy mortal foo
that ever put spere in the reeste.’

[p.1259. ]
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He (=Gawain) was pe sterynneste in stoure that euer stele

werryde .

Mane hardyeste of hande, happyeste in armes . . .

Pe lordlieste of ledynge, qwhylls he lyffe myghte,

Fore he was lyone allossede in londes inewe;

Had thow knawen hym, sir kynge, in kythe thare he lengede,

His konynge, his knyghthode, his kyndly werkes,

His doyng, his doughtynesse, his dedis of armes.’
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