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Thus the present‘ findings agree with those of other studies in
showing that older immigrant students whose L1 proficiency is bet-~
ter established at the time of intensive exposure to L2, not! only

make more rapxd progress in acquiring . most aspects of 12, but also

‘maintain-and develop ‘their L1 more adequately ‘than “students who
~ immigrate at’ youngér “ages. This ‘doés not mean that older  immi-
- grant ‘students will ‘necessarily -attain higher ultimate levels of L2

than "younger students, ‘since LOR is also’an extremely “important

factor. The findings of Cummins (in 'press) suggest that effects of

~ LOR tend to diminish after 5 years LOR and thus, in terms of
immigrant students ability to approach grade norms in L2 academic

- skills; there may ~be a- critical 'age on arrival> about age 12, after
- which it will become increasingly difficult for studernts to catch up.
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. Several studies show that the use of a minority language in the
home is not a handicap to children’s academic progress. This was
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evident in the Cummins and Mulecahy (1978) study in the Ukrain-
ian bilingual program where grades 1 and 3 students who used
Ukrainian consistently in the home were better able to detect
ambiguities in English sentence structure. Two other studies (Bh-
atnager, 1980; Chesarek, 1981) suggest that, under certain condi-
tions, a switch to the use of the majority language in the home is

associated with poor academic progress in that language.

Bl R @ Bhatnger OFERIL, H—EEFHOMBEI 2T BIBfE
KR C 20T, Cummins OB|HOB[HLN S SRt &8T5,

“The results reported here do not support the popular as-

 sumption that the more immigrant children speak the local language

- the better their adjustment to the host ‘culture. It is interesting to
note that immigrant children who used Italian and a Canadian
language interchangeably were better even at English or French;
of both the spoken and written variety, than children w_ho used
English or French all the time....Language retention....should lead
to higher academic adjustment, better facility in the host language,

* and better social relations of immigrant children”.
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