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ABSTRACT
More than forty years have passed since television broadcasts of Tetsuwan Atomu (Astro Boy),
Japan’s first authentic animation series, began. The series was aired on Fuji Telecasting from
January 1963 to December 1966. In this paper, I will examine why Astro Boy was broadcast in the
first half of the 1960s from the viewpoints of programming, program production, and industry, and
attempt to situate the Astro Boy period within the overall history of Japanese broadcasting.

Japanese broadcasting acquired the new medium of television, which established itself as a new,
although small, industry in the first half of the 1960s, at a time when the domestic economy was
growiﬁg rapidly. During this period, television broadcasting in Japan succeeded in weaning itself
from excessive dependence on foreign-made material in the film and animation genres and
gradually began airing more domestically-produced content.

Programming shows clear evidence of this shift: television from the late 1950s to the early
1960s showed a profusion of American made-for-TV films. These were replaced by domestically-
produced TV films beginning from around 1965, when the Japanese film industry reversed its
policy, dating from the mid 1950s, of not allowing films for release in movie theaters to be aired on
television, and began producing made-for-TV films itself. This also boosted the income of the new
television broadcasting industry beyond that of the film industry, meaning that television became a
supporting industry to cinema since it ordered domestically-produced TV films for broadcasting.

In the field of animation, meanwhile, foreign animation broadcasts, like American TV films,
were also widespread. This provided the impetus for the showing of domestic animation series,
which began appearing in 1963 and soon completely routed foreign animation. The domestic
animation production industry, then in a period of flux, broke into television broadcasting by
accepting broadcasting fees much lower than production costs, and this acted conversely to
increase the industry’s dependence on broadcasting.

Thus the broadcasting of Astro Boy symbolizes the direction of programming and program
production in the first half of the 1960s and also constitutes a milestone in the developmental

process of broadcasting as a new industry.



