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Competences of the European Union according to the Lisbon Treaty, and
participation of EU institutions in related international organizations and conventions

Competences

Organizations, Conventions

Status of EC & Member States

Foreign, security and defence
policies (including general
political affairs)

UN General Assembly

EC observer; MS as members

UN Security Council

2 permanent MS+ rotating

OSCE

EC observer, MS as members

NATO

24 MS as members

Non-Proliferation Treaty

EAEC signatory & MS

Council of Europe

EC observer, MS as members

G7/8/20

EC participant, some MS

1. Exclusive (Article 3)

a. Customs union

World Customs Org. (WCO)

Member

b. Competition policy

World Intellect. Property Org.(WIPO)

Observer

c. Monetary policy
(for eurozone)

IMF

ECB observer, MS as members

Bank for International Settlements (BIS)

ECB on Board, some MS

OECD

EC observer, 21 MS as members

d. Fisheries & marine
biological policies

Convention on Fishing and Conservation of the
Living Resources of the High Seas

EC & MS as members

UN Conference on Highly Migratory Fish

EC & MS as members

Multiple regional fisheries organizations:
Mediterranean, NE Atlantic, NW Atlantic,
SE Atlantic, Antarctic, Western and Central
Pacific

EC Member & some MS

Organizations for species: tuna, salmon

EC signatory & some MS

e. Trade policy

WTO

EC & MS as members

UN Comm.on Internat. Trade Law (UNCITRAL)

EC observer, some MS as members

2. Shared (Article 4)

a. Internal market

International Standards Organization (ISO)

EC cooperation, MS as members

Codex Alimentarius Commission

EU & MS as members

b. Social policy

International Labour Organization (ILO)

EC observer, MS as members

c. Cohesion (regional)

d. Agriculture and forestry

FAO

EC & MS as members

International Fund for Agricultural Develop.

EC observer, MS as members

Multiple product organizations: Olive oil, Sugar,
Cocoa, Coffee, Jute, Tropical Timber, Rubber,
Grains, New varieties of plants

EC & some MS as members

e. Environment

UN Environmental Program

EC observer, some MS as members

UN FCCC (climate change)

EC & MS as members

Kyoto Protocol

EC & MS as members

UN Conference on Environmt. and Develop.

EC & MS as full participants

Convention on Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

EC & MS as members

International Tribunal of the Law of the Sea

EC & MS as members
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International Seabed Authority

EC & MS as members

Protection Marine Environmt. of N. Atlantic

EC & 12 MS as members

Protection of the Danube River

EC & 6 MS as members

f.  Consumer protect.

g. Transport

International Civil Aviation Organiz. (ICAO)

EC observer, MS as members

International Maritime Organization (IMO)

EC observer, MS as members

Eurocontrol

EC & 21 MS as members

h. Trans-Eur. Networks

i. Energy

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

EC observer, MS as members

International Energy Agency (IEA)

EC participates; 17 MS as members

Energy Charter Treaty

EC and MS as members

j. Freedom, security
and justice

International Court of Justice (ICJ)

International Criminal Court (ICC)

EU cooperation agreement

European Convention of Human Rights

EU & all MS as acceding parties

UN High Commission for Refugees

EC observer, MS as members

World Conf. against Racism, Racial Discrim.

EC & MS as full participants

Fourth World Conf. on Women

EC & MS as full participants

UN Convention Against lllicit Traffic of Drugs

EC & MS as full members

UN Convention Against Transnational Crime

EC & MS as full members

k. Public health, safety

|.  Research, Technology,
Space

International Telecommunications Union (ITU)

EC sector memb., MS as members

Outer Space Treaty

EC observer, most MS as members

World Summit on the Information Society

EC & MS as full participants

International Fusion Energy Org. (IETR)

EAEC member, no MS

Science and Technical Center in Ukraine

EAEC & EC member, no MS

m. Development and
humanitarian aid

World Bank

World Food Programme (WFP)

EC & many MS as donors

UNDP

EC observer, MS as members

UNCTAD

EC observer & partial member

World Summit on Sustainable Development

EC & most MS as full participants

UN Conference on Least Developed Countries

EC & most MS as full participants

World Food Summit

EC & most MS as members

3. Coordination (Article 5)

a. Economic policies EBRD EEC & MS as shareholders
OECD EC observer, 21 MS as members

b. Employment policies ILO EC observer, MS as members

c. Social policies ILO EC observer, MS as members

4. Supplementary (Article 6)

a. Human health

World Health Organization (WHO)

EC observer, MS as members

UN Population Fund (UNFPA)

EC observer, MS as members
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b. Industry UN Industrial Development Org. (UNIDO) Partnership; most MS as members
Multiple Organizations for commodities: Nickel, | EC & some MS as members
Copper, Lead and Zinc

c. Culture UNESCO EC observer, MS as members

d. Tourism UN World Tourism Organization Most MS as members

e. Education, training,
youth, sport

UNESCO

EC observer, MS as members

UNICEF

EC observer, MS as members

Source: Emerson, M. and P. M. Kaczynski (2010), pp. 4-5.
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