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Intranational Sister Cities Partnerships Based on Local History

Shohei OIKAWA

Partnerships between municipalities based on historical figures or traditional ties can be
found all over Japan. Focusing on the way that local history is treated by local
governments, this paper analyzes the basis on which partnerships between different
municipalities are formed. Intranational partnerships between municipalities in Japan can
be broadly classified into two types: Partnerships based on current ties between cities that
are then retroactively projected into the past, and partnerships based on historical ties
between local groups and individuals that are then expanded to cover the municipalities in
their entirety. This paper shows that the former represents a form of cooperation that uses
local history as a cultural resource in a very effective manner, while the latter type of
partnership is formed with collectivization of the past and the transmission of historical
memory to future generations in mind. This type in particular could be considered a

means of memorialization.

Keywords: intranational sister cities partnership, cultural memory, representation of

history, historical local figure
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