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E1

Punch’s Gve to the Bwebish FRightingale.

ENNY, before thy feet the
dust I munch ;
Despise me not, although
there grows
Between my shoulders a pro-
digious hunch
Because I have a crooked

nose,
And in a head of mon-
strous size,
Carry a pair of goggle
eyes ;-
Yes, Jenny, thou hast fairly
vanquish'd Punch.

Full many are the warblers
I have heard,
Whose song has won my
approbation ;
i But still it always seemed to
3 me absurd
To pay them aught like
adoration ;
For I esteem’d that it
would be
Unworthy of oy dignity
By that extreme emotion to
be stirr'd,

But, Jexny Lanp, I candidly avow
Thou hast bereft me of my wits ;
Before thee I am not ashamed to bow.
What sparrows, wagtails, and tomtite,
To thee, sweet Nightingale of Sweden,
Meet songstress for the bowers of Eden,
Compared, appear all other song-birds now !

1t is not, Jenwy, for thy peerless art
That I adore thee—for the sake
Of sweetest pleasure which thy tones impart,
QOr wondrous quaver, trill, or shake,
Nor yet because, with vocal strength,
Thou hold’st a note of certain length :
1t is because thou singest to the heart.

And further, why thou charm’st this heart of wood,
Delightful Jenny, wouldst thou know ?
Because thou look’st so gentle and so good,
And all accounts declare thee s0 ;
Thy acting shows a sense of duty,
An earnest love of truth and beauty,
An aim to make thine author understood.

To thee should Genius, burning to outpour
Its lofty soul in song, intrust
Its inspirations ; and once more
The mighty masters,laid in dust,
On earth appear ; and Beerrovew,
Mozary, and Weseg, come again,
And task for thee their spirits’ richest lore.

Not oft 1 give a sentimental squeak,
Nor deal in homsge ; but thou hast,
Fair maid, drawn wooden tears down Punch’s cheek,
And that is an achievement vast :
Thus, therefore, doth he bare his crown,
And throw him at thy footstool down,
Hoping that thou wilt smile on him this week.
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| THE NIGHTINGALE THAT SINGS IN THE WINTER.

b 76 JENNY LIND
FRom  pyunOW

‘Waex the waters are stark, and the crystalline snow
Sparkles keen and vuchanged in the morn’s ruddy glow,
And the prism-coloured icicles flash in the sun,

The bitter cold stills all the song-birds but oue.

Now the linnef, the lark, and the throstle are dumb,
E’en the stout little wren’s gallant heart is o’ercome,
And the Nightingale, warbler so wondrous of tone,
That sings in the winter, is tuneful alone.

Sweetest creature, in song without rival or peer,
Far more inwardly vibrate 4hy notes than the ear,
For there speaks in that music, pure, ientle, refined,
The exquisite voice of a beautiful mind—

Of a spirib of earnestness, goodness, and truth,
Of a heart full of tender compassion and ruth,
Ever ready to comfort, and succour, and bless,
In sorrow and suffering, in want and distress.

And the Nightingale’s name by faiunt voices is praised,

For poverty aided and Charities raised ;

Not more good was the bird in whom childhood believes—
The Redbreast that cover'd the children with leaves.

And in tribute and love to a Memory revered,

By her magical voice noble monuments reared,

The high-minded communion with Genius attest,
‘Which gloriously thrills in the Nightingale’s breast,

Now this Nightingale rare, in the winter who sings,
Being not yet a seraph, is one without wings;

And her name, which has travell’d as wide as the wind,
Is kind-hearted, generous, dear JExny Linp.
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JENNY LIND AND THE AMERICANS. i

CORONATION OF JENNY THE FIRST—QUEEN OF THE AMERICANS
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