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In the early months of 1942 it was decreed that all shops, res-
taurants, theatres, public buildings and places of amusement should
display signboards in Katakana, giving information about the type of
business, the name of the establishment, the name of the manager or
owner, and so on. On signboards only romanized translations of
Chinese, Malay and Indian names were allowed, and statements in
English on advertizement-boards were prohibited. All names of
towns, streets and railway stations were written in Katakana super-

scribed over English.”
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'Speak Nippongo Associations’ were formed in Penang and other
places. The members were pledged to use Japanese as much as possi-

ble in their daily lives. In their meetings, proceedings were con-
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ducted in Japanese, and lectures, speeches, and conversation were all

in Japanese.®
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Propaganda Departments throughout the country fostered Post-
er-Competitions on themes as, The Birth of New Malaya, Dai Nip-
pon’s Invincible Forces, The Co-Prosperity Sphere, Asia Arise ! and
so on. Prize-winning posters were printed and distributed to cof-
fee-shops, hotels, restaurants, clubs, Government and commercial
offices, to all places of public amusement and to all news-vendors,
for prominent display in their premises. Propaganda Dapartments
also sponsored public oratorical and essay contests on such subjects
as: Dai Toa Co-Prosperity Sphere, Japanese Culture and Civilization,
Japan's Sacred War and related topics.”’

(HRg)

They succeeded in banning Anglo-American films, which had
greatly influenced the thoughts and lives of the people of Malaya.
Cinemas in possession of western films were ordered to surrender
them to the Authorities. Anyone caught for disobeying the order was
immediately dealt with by the Kempeitai.

Japanese films also contributed effectively towards promoting Nip-
pon consciousness. Deprived of British and American pictures, a fair
section of the public could not help patronising Japanese talkies.”

(hmg)
The films were designed to emphasize the rare qualities of the
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Japanese spirit, the thoroughness of Japanese patriotism, the sup-
remacy of the Japanese Armed Forces, the efficiency of Japanese
light and heavy industries, the vastness of Japanese material re-
sources, the capabilities of Japanese organising skill, the speed of re-
construction in conquered regions and the willing co-operation of
the freed peoples of Dai Toa.”™

(H8g)

There was Japanese music in cabarets, hotels, restaurants and
amusement—parks. Japanese music was played at public functions,
tea—parties, dinner—parties and marriage festivities; there was
Japanese music even in private homes. In just one year of propagan-
da, the KIMIGAYO (the Japanese National Anthem) and ‘Aikoku
Koshinkyoku' (a lively martial tune) were as well—known throught-

out Malaya as ‘God Save the King' and ‘The Stars and Stripes'*’
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Bowing (Japanese style) became an institution in Malaya. The
staff in every office bowed to their superiors the first thing in the
morning, and the last thing in the evening before leaving. When one
had occasion to visit a Japanese office, one had to bow to every offi-
cial one wished to speak to, and bow before leaving. -+ At public
functions the Rei (ordinary bow), the Saikeirei (deep bow) and
Kokumin Girei (deep obeisance by the entire assembly) were inevit-
able features.

The Japanese ritual of bowing had taken deep root in Malaya. A
person who had not yet learned how to bow, was, in Japanese eyes,

not a cultured person. And to instil this culture into the conquered
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peoples, the much-dreaded Japanese sentries pressed home the great
lesson by delivering kicks, blows and slaps on all passers-by,
whether pedestrians, cyclists, occupants of rickshaws or occupants
of cars who failed to alight, to take off their hats, and to give them

the bow of respect.”
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niz, & EBEIROBIZER LTV,

Public holidays were given in commemoration of Japanese national
events. It might be Meiji-Setsu (the birthday of Meiji Tenno, the
grandfather of the Emperor): or it might be Tencho-Setsu (the
Emperor's Birthday); it might be Kigensetsu (Empire Day); or
Army Day, Navy Day, Air Force Day; or it might be Harvest Day or
some other Japanese Festival; or it might be Heroes’ Day. Whatever
it was, a holiday was the occasion to educate the public in one
aspect or another of Japanese greatness. Inexorably, the aim was to
direct public homage towards Tenno Heika.”’

(HhBg)

As for the masses, they demonstrated their loyalty and
whole-hearted co-operation by flying the Hinomaru on every house
and building, by holding mass-meetings in which community-repr-
esentatives renewed their pledges, by organising processions, lion
and dragon displays and sports meets and by erecting commemora-
tive arches.”

(rhag)

Former Malayan time was pushed forward two hours to conform
to Tokyo time so that appointments had always to be qualified by
the statement ‘at such—and-—such o'clock, Nippon time, please’. It
was revolutionary daylight saving, and so said the Propaganda Chief
in Selangor: “This is the common time of Greater East Asia. On how
many occasions have we heard some people coming two hours late

for some appointment saying, ‘Oh, I am sorry, I thought you meant
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the Malayan time.” What can be said of these thoughtless people ex-
cept that they have not fully understood the spirit of the New Order.
It is hoped that from now on, all watches and clocks will be set to
the common time which should be used by all the people, so that
there need not be any necessity for mentioning either Malayan time
or Nippon time, after giving the time of the day. All time is reckoned

from the time of the start of the establishment of the New Order.®”
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