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' I wish either my father or my mother, or indeed both of them,
as they were in duty both equally bound to it; had minded what they
were about when they begot me; had they duly considered how
much depended. upon what they were then doing; ‘that not only the

production of a rational Being was concerned in it, but that possibly '

the happy formation and teinperature _of his body, perhaps his
genius and the very cast of his mind; —and, for aught they knew
to 'the contrary, even the fortunes of his whole house might take
their turn from the humours and dispositions which were then
uppermost,; -

Had they duly weighed and considered all this,
and proceeded accordingly,— I am verily persuaded I sﬁould have
made a quite different figure in the world, from that in which the
reader is likely to see me. ’
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Sterne had good philosophical and psychological bases: for ‘his
view of the mind’s workings: he was writing in accord with Locke’s
theory that the association of ideas in the mind was an irrational
process; but he was also writing as it were a gloss upon the theory,
finding his examples, pointing them out, generalizing on them,
making comedy out of them. (The English Novel p. 74)
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- —he had... gradually brought some other little family concern-
‘ ments to the same period, in order... to get them all out of the
way at one time, and be no more plagued and pestered with them
the rest of the month. (Book I, Chapt. IV)
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It was attended with but one misfortune, which, in a great mea-

sure, fell upon myself, and the effects of which I fear I shall carry

with me to my grave; namely, that from an unhappy association

of ideas, which have no connection in nature, it so fell out at léngth,

that my poor mother could never hear the said clock wound up,
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- ——but the thoughts of some other things unavoidably popped into
: - her- head 4-——and vice versi: —Whlch ‘strange. combmatlon of
: 1deas, the- sagacions Locke, ‘who. certamly understood the nature of
these thlngs better than. most men, af:flrms to have produced more :
‘wry-actions than.- all other sources of preJudace Whatever (1b1d) '
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Now, quoth Didius,: rising up, and laymg his r1ght hand with his

- fingers spread upon his breast—had such a blunder abouta, chrlstlan
name happened before the Reformation—— [It happened the -day
before yesterday, ‘quoth my uncle Toby to hlmself] and baptism was
administered. in Latin- ['T was all in English, said my uncle]——

- many. things might have coincided w1th it, and upon the authorlty

of sundry- decreed cases, to have pronounced the baptlsm null w1th S

a power of giving the child a new name—fHad a priest, for 1nstance

“which was mno uncommop ‘thing, through 1gnorance_ of the Latin
tongue, baptized a child of Tom-o’ Stiyles, iu nomine patriae & filia
& s{)irz’tum sanctos— the baptism Was;.held. null.v_. ..
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——But my brothér’s child... has nothing to do with the Pope—
'Tis the plain child of a Protestant gentleman, christened Tristram
against the wills and wishes both of his father and mother, and all

who are a-kin to it.
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——There you push the argumeut again too far——for there is no
prohibition in nature, through_ there is in the Levitical law, —but
that a man may beget a child upon his grandmother. —in which
case, supposing the issue a daughter, she would stand in relation
both of — But who ever thought, cried kysarcius, of lying with
his grandmother >——The young gentleman, replied Yorick, whom
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Selden speaks of—-who not only thonght of it, but. justified hlS
intention to his father by the argument drawn from the law of
retahatmn.—_——‘You lay, 51r, with my mother,” said the lad— why
" may not I lie with yours?” (Book IV Chapt. XXIX) '
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