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Customers in Yukaku (licensed brothels) and Meshimori-hatago
(accommodations where women offer sexual services)

in the Edo Era: Countrymen and Farmers/Peasants

AT ED

(abstract)

This paper investigates how farmers and peasants bought the services of
prostitutes in the Edo period. Many studies discuss customers in Yukaku
(licensed brothels) of the Edo period, but give minimal attention to farmers
and peasants as customers. The Yukaku customers were urban tradesmen,
artisans and samurai. Their lavish spending at brothels has attracted
attention, but historical materials also show that farmers and peasants also
occasionally visited Yukaku. These materials generally do not describe the
behavior of farmers and peasants at the brothels. These farmers and
peasants are often termed "countrymen" in the historical materials on
Yukaku. Countrymen, however, may indicate farmers and peasants and
samurai who came from the countryside to Edo because of the sankin kotar
(alternate attendance) system. That is, although it is necessary to focus on
the description for countrymen to target farmers and peasants, the problem
in that the term countrymen does not indicate only farmers and peasants. If
the description for countrymen is excluded, descriptions about farmers and
peasants are completely ignored. Therefore, in this paper on farmers and

peasants, I target all customers termed countrymen and consider how these
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men bought the services of prostitutes.

The sites of prostitution in the Edo period were the Yukaku (licensed
brothels), Okabasho (non-licensed brothels), and Meshimori-hatago
(accommodations where women offer sexual services). This paper focuses
primarily on Yukaku and Meshimori-hatago, for which many historical
materials about farmers and countrymen remain. The first chapter
summarizes my prior research, the second discusses countrymen in Yukaku,
and the third is about farmers and peasants in the Meshimori-hatago. I
would like to consider how these customers were treated in the Yukaku and
Meshimori-hatago, why they went to brothels and how those around them

perceived these farmers and countrymen.
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