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I didn’t like England at first. I couldn’t get used to the cold. Sometimes I
would shut my eyes and pretend that the heat of the fire, or the bed-clothes drawn
up round me, was sun-heat; or I would pretend I was standing outside the house at
home, looking down Market Street to the Bay. When there was a breeze the sea was
millions of spangles; and on still days it was purple as Tyre and Sidon...Sometimes
it was as if I were back there and as if England were a dream. At other times
England was the real thing and out there was the dream, but I could never fit them

together. (7-8)
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All the way back in the taxi I was still thinking about home and when I got into bed
I lay awake, thinking about it. About how sad the sun can be, especially in the
afternoon, but in a different way from the sadness of cold places, quite different....
That was when it was sad, when you lay awake at night and remember things. That
was when it was sad, when you stood by the bed and undressed, thinking, ‘When he
kisses me, shiverd run up my back. I am hopeless, resigned, utterly happy. Is that
me? I am bad, not good any longer, bad. That has no meaning, absolutely none. Just

words. But something about the darkness of the streets has a meaning.” (49)
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And then night outside and the voices of people passing in the street- the forlorn
sound of voices, thin and sad. And the heat pressing down on you as if it were
something alive.

I wanted to be black. I always wanted to black. I was happy because Francine was
there, and I watched her hand waving the fan backwards and forwards and the beads
of sweat that rolled from underneath her handkerchief. Being black is warm and gay,

being white is cold and sad. (27)

HATHAHZLEIENESTHY, AHATHEZ LFH2L, BLWILEHDT
HBHETFIEFEY, ZOXNFTENIAFY) ANEAY TN, ZLHHE & W EALE,
MR & E TR L V) ENCE R D A9 b L LTAM, B, ExREw
VIR LT AT TATADREPRRLTNEDTHL, [HAZ LA —
V] OT7FEEGOTAT Y T4 T4 ICARE B LLINT W5,

3. TAAZLA—I] ELTDOTF

WD LA a0 hoEMEE [Mohofiil] TEFEART FHHa v
FYyTENRBVENEZITTnE I ERBIRL T, ik [HAZ LA
=] ELTZOHMI SR TR Z R Z D L0 505, HEEORN %
HERBEOLL TR 2EHELV, [Z7 L=V ] LdFRECHER A
N7ZZAABIUERA, SHICEZORIMERLTVELEEETH LS, RTE
DFERL LTS OBBERLSHEIRT LI kot V=V - V= ADHAIC
FIHRRM TEI NI —a v AL VW) EHTIZ LA =V Thb, MALLII
MR TEEINTZAF) AANT FIEZEGPHEBO A TS A4 F) AKLEDA
BThewnen) FROGEIEINE S NS, LS5 TT HITHFICHSS
ZALIICEZIWWBL TV E2D0brbRnEFME LED L) IZHEL TN,
HAoERBTONZACTH A, 7THEEGE 7 LA — Ve LTHOLNAZ
BB AT DD, TORELRACEHREL L) LT+ Ly —LD
RWEOHRTTFVREFTDO I L= VE LTDOTAT VT4 T4 % EET HYH
W5,



Vv )= [Hohofii], EEGEERE EETE 2] AR

‘I’'m a real West Indian,” I kept saying. ‘I'm the fifth generation on my mother’s
side.’

‘I know, my sweet, ¢ Walter said. ‘You told me that before.’

‘I don’t care, ‘ I said. ‘It was a lovely place.’

‘Everybody thinks the place where he was born is lovely, ¢ Walter said.

‘Well, they aren’t all lovely, ¢ I said. ‘Not by a long chalk. In fact, some of them
give you a shock at first, they’re so ugly. Only you get used to it; you don’t notice
it after a while.” (47-48)
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The Caribs indigenous to this island were a warlike tribe and their resistance to
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white domination, though spasmodic, was fierce. As lately as the beginning of the
nineteenth century they raided one of the neighboring islands, under British rule,
overpowered the garrison and kidnapped the governor, his wife and three children.
They are now practically exterminated. The few hundreds that are left do not
intermarry with the Negroes. Their reservation, at the northern end of the island, is
known as the Carib Quarter. (91)
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And your hideous underclothes. You look at your hideous underclothes and you

think, All right, I'll do anything for good clothes. Anything---anything for clothes.
(22)
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There was an advertisement at the back of the newspaper: ‘What is Purity? For
Thirty-five Years the Answer has been Bourne’s Cocoa.’...Fancy being thirty-five
years old. What is Purity? For Thirty-five Thousand Years the Answer has been.
(50-51)
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I got into bed and lay there looking at it and thinking of that picture advertising

7

the Biscuits Like Mother Makes, as Fresh in the Tropics as in the Motherland,
Packed in Airtight Tins, which they stuck up on a hoarding at the end of Market
Street.

There was a little girl in a pink dress eating a large yellow biscuit studded with
currants- what they called a squashed-fly biscuit- and a little boy in a sailor-suit,
trundling a hoop, looking back over his shoulder at the little girl. There was a tidy
green tree and a shiny paleblue sky, so close that if the little girl had stretched her
arm up she could have touched it. (God is always near us, So cosy.) And a high,
dark wall behind the little girl.

Underneath the picture was written:

The past is dear,
The future clear,

And, best of all, the present.

But it was the wall that mattered.
And that used to be my idea of what England was like.
‘And it is like that, too.” I thought. (127)
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