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As to the Business of Instruction, it must be consider’d, that the Minds of
Children, like blank Paper, or smooth Wax, are equally capable of any Impres-
sion: The Use and Exercise of our Understanding advances by slower of
Degrees than that of our Limbs, and requires more Assistance from without, to
Guide and Direct it. In this tender Age, the Mind seems to be purely Passive,

and Susceptible only of such Notions, as it receives from others, by the Means
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of the outward Senses, which (as the Author to the Hebrews observes) must be
Exercised by Use to discern between Good and Evil. (p. 24)
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'T is very truly observed by a Celebrated Writer concerning Education,
‘That Children (earlier perhaps than we think) are very sensible of Praise and
Commendation. They find a Pleasure in being Esteem’d and Valu'd, especialy
by their Superiors, and in the Presence of their Fellows.” And on the other Side,
they are so naturally Apprehensive of Shame, and of that State of Disgrace and
Disesteem, which attends a just Reproof from the same Hands; that, 1 am
confident, a discreet and seasonable Use of these Two Methods of Discipline,

as Occasion shall require, will in many Cases supersede the rest. (pp. 96-97)
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