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O0000D0OODOOO0O0O00DOOdoadecision OO O OO make a decision O
0 0 0O 0O 02009, pp. 1-2(0
000000000000 0000000000000000O0AO0Fon-
tenelle, 1998, pp. 191-19200 0 02009, pp. 4900 000 OO (2009 0O 0O D O
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Collocation runs through the whole of the English language. No piece of
natural spoken or written English is totally free of collocation. For the student,
choosing the right collocation will make his or her speech and writing sound

much more natural, more native-speaker-like, even when basic intelligibility
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does not seem to be at issue. A student who talks about strong rain may make
himself or herself understood, but it requires more effort on the part of the
listener and ultimately creates a barrier to communication. Poor collocation in
exams is also likely to lead to lower marks.

But, perhaps even more importantly than this, language that is collocation-
ally rich is also more precise. This is because most single words in the English
language—especially the more common words—embrace a whole range of mean-
ings, some quite distinct, and some that shade into each other by degrees. The
precise meaning in any context is determined by that context: by the words that
surround and combine with the core word-by collocation. A student who
chooses the best collocation will express himself or herself much more clearly
and be able to convey not just a general meaning, but something more precise.
Compare, for example, the following two sentences:

This is a good book and contains a lot of interesting details.

This is a fascinating book and contains a wealth of historical detail.
Both sentences are perfectly ‘correct’ in terms of grammar and vocabulary, but
which communicates more? Clearly, the second, which is also more likely to
engage the reader with its better style. (p. v)

Macmillan collocations dictionaryd0 O O OMCDO OO OO OOOOODOODO
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000

Why is collocation so important? Firstly it is a central feature of language,
and-whether you are speaking or writing—it is just as important as grammar.
Getting the grammar right is an essential part of producing text which is free of
errors. But selecting appropriate collocations is one of the keys to sounding
natural and fluent. ... Secondly, collocation contributes to meaning. Most com-
mon words in English have more than one meaning, and we use the surround-
ing context to indicate (or work out) which meaning is intended. Collocation
plays a big part in this process. Consider, for example, the word goal, which
can mean either something you want to achieve or a point scored in football.
When you see goal with verbs like set, achieve, or pursue (or with verbs like

score or concede), you know immediately what is meant, and it is collocation
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which provides the clue. As the linguist J. R. Firth said, in a famous quotation,
“You shall know a word by the company it keeps’. (p. vii)
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O00000000000D000000000000000000000000
00000000000 00000000O000000O00O00oOoooOoOo
000000000000 000000000000MDMO 0ooooo
(p- 17O HIIl (20000 0000000000000 OOOOOOOOOOOO
O0000000000D00D0MO 0000000000000 (p.53)0
go00ooO0oOoO0oO0OOoOoO0OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
0000000000000 0000000000000000000O0H.E.
Palmer 0 A.S.Homby 0 T 000000000 ODOOOOOOOOOOO
00000000000 0000000000000000000  (Cowie,
1998, pp. 210-213)0 0000000000 OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
000000000 00 Granger, 1998; Howarth, 1998; Nesselhauf, 2005; [0 O
2000 0000000000000 000000000D0O0O00O0O00O0O0
000000000000 0D02009, pp. 47-52010
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000 O Text Functions 0 JACET80000 0 OO
)  Evaluative
(negative) horrible; chicken

(positive) wonderful; terrific

I) Stuational
(greeting) hello; good morning
(thanking) thank you; you saved me

I11) Modalizing:

a) Epistemic:
(indicating likelihood and probability) seem; certainly
(indicating futurity) NP to come

b) Deontic:
(expressing advice) should
(directing) had better

c) Conative/Valitive:
(indicating ability and potential) can; able

(indicating intention and preference) would rather; feel like

IV) Organizational :
a) controlling the continuity of text or propositional content
(indicating logical connections and relations by conveying purposes) in order to do;
lest ~ should ...
(indicating logical connections and relations by conveying reasons or circumstances)

because; since

b) organizing and signaling discourse structure
(marking boundaries) by the way; when it comes to
(marking the beginnings and ends of macro speech acts (establishing or concluding

conversation)) so much for
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B1: phone
® beon
She's on the ~ at the moment.
® use
Can | use your ~?
® call (sb on)
| called his cellphone but no one answered.
He called me on my mobile ~.
® answer, get (informal ), grab (informal ), lift, pick up
If the ~ rings, don’t answer it.
Can you get the ~?
| grabbed the ~ and called Josie's number.
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® hang up, put down, replace
I hung up the ~ when he started shouting at me.
® dlam down
She slammed the ~ down in a rage.
® cradle, hold
She cradled the ~ between her ear and shoulder.
a £ 30 fine if caught holding a ~ while driving
® pbe wanted on
Dad, you're wanted on the ~.
® call sbto
He was called to the ~ just as he was leaving.
® connect
® disconnect, unplug
® bug, tap
| think our ~ is being tapped.
® wait by
She waits by the ~ all day but he doesn’t call.
® |eave off the hook, take off the hook
| couldn’t get through because you'd left the ~ off the hook.
® switch off, switch on, turn off, turn on
Please switch off all mobile ~s.

| turned on my ~.

B2: diet
e follow, have
If you follow this ~, you're bound to lose weight.
® go on, start
® dick to
| have to stick to a low-fat ~.
® beon

I'd love a dessert, but I'mon a ~.

B3: class

® hig, large

® small

® advanced, beginners (BrE), beginning (AmE), elementary, intermediate, introductory,
remedial

® master (usually masterclass)

® hiology, history, etc.

® acting, creative-writing, dance (AmE), dancing (BrE), etc.

® evening, night (esp. AmE)
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® college, high-school, kindergarten, undergraduate (all AmE)
® entering, incoming (= the students starting a school or college in a particular year) (both
AmE)

B4: rain
® driving, hard, lashing (esp. BrE), pelting, pounding (esp. AmE)
® drenching, heavy, pouring, torrential
® steady
® drizzling, fine, gentle, light, soft
The fine ~ turned to mist in the early evening.
The forecast is for wind and light ~.
® warm
® cold, freezing, icy
® constant, continuous, incessant, persistent
® intermittent, patchy (BrE)
® overnight
Overnight ~ had freshened up the grass.
® monsoon, tropical
The monsoon ~s started early this year.
® spring, summer, etc.

® acid

B1: phone
O use a phone get on INFORMAL, use
What are you waiting for? Get on the phone and book your flights!
O pick up a phone when it rings answer, get INFORMAL, pick up
Ellie rushed to answer the phone.
O talk to someone using a phone be on, chat on, speak on, talk on

A couple of nights ago | was talking on the phone to my father.

B2: diet
O beon, go on, keep to, stick to

| won't have any more, thank you. I’'m on a diet.

B3: class

O types of class exercise, fitness, keep-fit
| go to a keep-fit class twice a week.

O level advanced, beginners, intermediate, introductory, master, mixed-ability
In a mixed ability class, high-ability kids can be left to read by themselves, while teachers help
the low-ability kids.
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time evening, weekly, one-hour, two-hour etc

He is teaching a 10-week course of evening classes, 'Mosaics Made Easy’.

B4: rain

O

heavy drenching, driving, hard, heavy, horizontal, pouring, torrential

The lifeboat battled in strong winds, driving rain and poor visibility to bring the man to safety.
light drizzling, drizzly, fine, gentle, light, dight, soft

Northern Scotland had a mostly mild night with some light rain.

continuing for a long time constant, continual, continuous, endless, incessant, persistent,
prolonged, relentless, steady

Building work was halted in December after weeks of incessant rain.

happening for short periods intermittent, occasional, showery

It was a dull and damp morning with intermittent light rain and poor visibility.

happening in some places patchy

A large area of patchy rain was over Northern France.

B1: phone

OO0 oo o

O

Would you answer the phone? OO0 DO OOO0O0OOOOO

May | borrow your phone? 0 000000 OO0ODOOOODOO

The phone was connected to aspeaker. OO0 O0O0D0OOOO0O0OO0OOOOOO

He dialed the phone. OO OO0OOOOOOO

disconnect aphone0 D OO0 O0D0OOOOOOODOCOOO

Someone’s coming to fix [connect] my phone today. OO0 O0O0O0OOO0OOOO0ODOOCOOOOO
O

Get the phone for me, would you? OO0 0O O0O0O0OOOOCOO

0 She grabbed the phone from me and shouted into l O Odown] it. OO OO0OD0OCOOOOOO

OO0 o0oooooooogogdg

goboobobobooooooo

| grabbed up the phone. O OO OO0O0OO0OOOOOO
He heard the phone. OO OOOOOOOCOODO

She hung up the phone. O OO OO0

Do you haveaphone? OO OOOOOOOOO

He held out the phonetome. OO OOOOODOOOO
ingallaphone DOO0OOCOOO

leave the phone off the hook OO 00O O0OO0D0OOOOOOOOOOODOCOO
lift the phonetoone’sear 00000 OOO0OOCOOO
pick upthephone OO OO DOOODOO

put the phonetoone’sear OO0 O OO OOOOOO
He put the phone down. OO0 OO OO0

have a phone put in 0O OO0
replacethe phone DO OO OOODO0O
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Who can that be, ringing our phone at this hour of the morning? D OO OO00OO0OOOOOO
oooobobogonbog

She slammed the phone down inanger. 0000000 OO0O0OOCOODOO

switch the phone to the kitchen extension 000000000 O0O0COOO

He took the phone from his secretary. 0 000000000000 OOOOCOOOO

She took the phone on the thirdring. COOD0OOOO0OO0OOOOOCOOOOOO

I doubt very much if my phone is being tapped. 00 OOO0O0OOO0OOOOODOOOOOOO
ooo

She unplugged the phone. OO0 O0O0O0O00OOO0OOCOODO

O Letmeuseyourphone. OO OO0OOOOOO
0 He yanked the phone fromitscradlee. OO0 O0OO00OCOO0OO0OOOOOO

B2: diet

g
g
g

O 0o o o

adopt aspecial diet O OO0 O00OD0OOOOOOO

alter [change] one’s [sb’s] diet DO O OO

They consume a diet of potatoes and little else. 00O 0000000 OCOODOOOOOOO
ooooboooo

control one’s [sb’s] diet D0 OO OOOOOOOOO

eat anunvaried diet OO OOOOOOODOO

We were fed a diet of romantic novels. 00000000000 OOOOOOOOOOO
She has a stomach ulcer and has to follow a strict diet. OOO0OOOOOOOOOODOOOOO
ooooo

The inhabitants don’t get [receive, obtain] a proper diet. OO0 O0O00O0OOOO0OOOCOOOOO
ooooo

He gave up his diet and went back to eating vast quantities of starchy food. OO OOOOOO
gooobobobooboobooobobobooog

The local people don’t havea healthy diet. DO O0D0OOOO00OO0O0OOOCOOOOCOOO

We must somehow improve schoolchildren’s diet. OO0 000000 CO0O0OOOOOOOO
oooo

I maintained [kept up] the diet for a couple of weeks. OO0 OOOO0O0OOOOOOO

Most doctors recommend a sugar-free diet for such patients. 0000000000 OOOO
gooobobobooooooobobo

restrict one’s [sb’s] diet to fruit and vegetables 1 0 0000 O0O0O0OOCOOOOO

O They supplement their diet with insects and grubs0 OO0 00 O0O0D0OOOOOOOOCOCOO
O Try to vary your diet; it is too unbalanced at the momentd O OO0 0O OO0OD0OOCOO0OOO

ooooooooOooooooooo
Watch your diet and take plenty of exercise. 000000000 OOOOOOOCOOO

B3: class

g
g

an advanced class 0 0 0 00O
an art [a French, a geography, a civics] class 0000000000 OCOO0ODOOCOOOOO
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god

a beginners classO0 0000

hold Bibleclasses 0 0 000000

a continuing-education class 0 0O 0O0O0O
acookingclassO OO oOQOQd

aday [an eveningl class O OO O0O0OO

hold demonstration classes 0 0 000000

attend an elementary class inbotany OO0 0O O0O0OD0OOOO0OOO
gotoeveningclasses OO O OO0
anextensonclassOO00O0O0O0OO

an extra [a supplementary] class D 0 0O O

afidgety [restless) class OO OO0 OO OO0

a first-year class 0 O O

a member of the freshman [sophomore] classd O 00000 O O
a member of the graduatingclassD D 000000000

the (graduating) class of 19750 0 0O OO OOOOOO
an intermediate class 0 0 00O O

alarge[smallj class OO0 O0OO0OOODO0O

morning [afternoon] classes O OO0 00O OO0

There are no classes on Saturdays0 O OO0 0O OO0

put him in the sameclassas.. 00O ..00000O0OO

the senior [junior] classO0 0 [ 000 000OO0OOCOO0ODOOCOO0OOOOOOOODOOO
auniversty class 0 00000
anunrulyclass0O0OO000O0ODOO

B4: rain

OoOo0oo0ooooooogogogogoooo

It is visited by abundant rains. OO0 O00O0OO0O0OOCOO0OOOOODOO
acidrain 000

black rain0 000000

in the blinding rain and drivingwind OO0 0000000000 OOOOCOODOOOO
a cold [cool] rain OO OO

aconsantrain 00O 0OOOOO

There was continual rain foraweek. 0000000000

a continuousrain J 0000000

copious rain 0 O

adrenchingrain 0O0O00O0OO0O0O

adrivingrain OO OO0O0O

a drizzly [fine mistyl] rain 0000000

the sound of fallingrain DO OO0 O
afreezingran OO0 O0OD0OOOOOOO

A gentle [soft] rain is falling on the fieldsO O OO OO OOO0O0OOCOOO
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O Thanks to good rain, the worst of Africa’s recent famine seems over. OO O0OD0OOOO0OOO
goooboboboooooboobobobooboooooo

ahard, dantingrain OO0 O0O000O0OO0OOOOOQCOODO

The river rises after heavy rains. 000000000 OOCOODOO

Meet [Game] cancelled only in case of heavy rain. OO0 O O0O00OCO0OO0OOOOOO

three days of incessant rain D 0 00000000

The crops are suffering from insufficient rain. DO O0O00COOO0O0OOO

cloudy with intermittent rain 000000

When the sun shines through a light rain, it makes a rainbow. OO0 O0O0O00O0OOOOOO
ooogoo

a country of littlerain DO O0OOO

OO o0oooo o

alongrain 00O

the long rains O O

monsoon rains 000000

We didn’t have much rain thisyear. OO0 O00O0O0O0O0O

in the peltingrain O OO0 O0O0O

inthe pouringrain DO O0OOOO00OOO

The monsoon brought scanty rains thisyear. OO0 00000000 OCO0OO
heavy seasonal rains O 000 O0OO0O0OOOODOO
asoakingrain 0 O0O0O00O0OOOOOOOO
asoftspringrain DO O OO0

A steady rain fell all afternoon0 O 0000 0OOO00OCOO0ODOOOOOO
inthe streamingrain D OO0 O0O000O0OOO

Summer rain often forms a rainbow. OOO0O0O00O0O0O00O0O
torrential rain 0O O

five hours of uninterrupted rain OO0 0000000 OOO0OO
awelcomerain D0 0000

Ooo0oo0ooooooo o oo ooooo

o0o0o0oooOoO0oooOoOooooOoooooo Ioooog
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00 0000000000 000000 ADOODOO BOCOOODOOOODOODOOODO
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