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Manyemon had coaxed the child indoors, and made her eat. She appeared to be about eleven years old, intelli-
gent, and pathetically docile. Her name was Iné, which means "springing rice;” and her frail simness made the
name seem appropriate.

When she began, under Manyemon'’s gentle persuasion, to tell her story, | anticipated something queer from the
accompanying change in her voice. She spoke in a high thin sweet tone, perfectly even,—a tone changeless and
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unemotional as the chanting of the little kettle over its charcoal bed..
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It was the forty-ninth day after mother’s death,—the day the Soul leaves the house;—and brother spoke as if mother
was calling him:—'Y es, mother, yes!-in a little while | shall come!” Then he told us that mother was pulling him by
the sleeve. He would point with his hand and call to us.— There she isl—therel—do you not see her? We would tell
him that we could not see anything. Then he would say, 'Ah! you did not look quick enough: she is hiding now;—
she has gone down under the floor-mats.’
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“When the sun went down, he died.” DOOCOODOOOODOOOOOOOO

“So the third grave was made,—but it was not a ningyd-no-haka,—and that was the end of our house” OO OO OO
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Father and mother did well: mother made even more money than father. We had good clothes and good food;
and we never had any real sorrow until father fell sck. oooooooooooooooooooooOoooOOOoO
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He was very skillful in his business, and had many friends: therefore he could maintain us. He made thirteen
yen the first month;—that is very good for a sed-cutter.coOoCOOoOoOoOoOOoOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

e e

OOoOoOoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooono
OOoOooooOoooooooooooooooooooooobooooooooooooooooooooodg

ODooooooOod

— [MOmo—



o o o e Y
o e e e e e e e e e
oo
O000000000000000000000000000000000000 0000 000000
DOOODO0O00DOoOOoDoodMy brother said they were right; but he put off doing what they told hm.oooooooo
o e e e

I

My brother was nineteen years old. He had finished his apprenticeship just before father died: we thought that
was like the pity of the gods for us. He had become the head of the house. coOoOooDoooDooooooooOn
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Once more he felt the light touch of his mother’s hand guiding his little steps to the place of morning worship,
before the household shrine, before the tablets of the ancestors; and the lips of the man murmured again, with sud-
den new-found meaning, the simple prayer of the om_ﬂ%._
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All at once | become aware of a child standing before me, a very young girl who looks up wonderingly at my
face; so light her approach that the joy of the birds and whispering of the leaves quite drowned the soft sound of her
feet. Her ragged garb is Japanese; but her gaze, her loose fair hair, are not of Nippon only; the ghost of another race
—perhaps my own—-watches me through her flower-blue eyes. oo ooooOoooOoooOoOooOOO0OOOO0OO
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