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Summary

Based on anthropological fieldwork, this article argues the good death in contemporary
palliative care ward in Japan. The good death in palliative care is characterized by the
following three conditions; the patient’s recognition of coming death, minimal pain,
and the patient's ability to finish her/his personal psychological business. The will to
conclude an individual life in her/his last days is admired. On the other hand, there are
those who wish to die suddenly Palliative care ward is a unique space because of the
fact that most patients are discharged only after after their death, and medical practices
which are unusual in other wards are carried out regularly. The idea of the good death in
palliative care ward, however, has become increasingly influential since its number has

raised constantly since its emergence in Japan in 1995.





