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Unburied corpses in medieval Japan:

the possibility of an archaeological study

s

(abstract)

Many researchers have indicated that corpses were generally left on the
ground or indoors in medieval Japan. They note that people who chose the
act of leaving an unburied corpse were generally commoners. That is,
leaving a corpse unburied is one of the important elements that cannot be
missed when studying the commoner funeral and grave system including
funeral rites, the view of life and death and dying, among other aspects in
medieval Japan. These aspects have rarely been part of the archeological
record.

There is a great difference in the progress of this study between
disciplines. There are fewer studies about leaving corpses unburied in
archaeology as compared to classical philology and folklore, and there are
few case reports based on excavation and other research. This is probably
because the evidence of leaving an unburied corpse has rarely been recorded
as archaeological material. I believe there may be much overlooked evidence
in that the possibility of leaving a corpse unburied is beyond the scope of
interest for archaeologists because the idea that leaving a corpse unburied

can also be studied in archeology has not permeated the field of archeology.
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In this paper I will show the possibility of a study about leaving corpses
unburied in archaeology from an analysis of historical documents and
archaeological and pictorial materials and by extracting elements that can be

archaeologically identified from this perspective.
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