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Visions of America in Popular Music: Comparison of Musical
Practices in US Military Clubs in Japan and South Korea

Mamoru TOYA

The U.S. military bases constructed globally have clubs that provide military personnel
with food, drink, and entertainment. This article looks at the role of “mediation,” which
refers to the process by which the U.S. military clubs have helped transmit American
popular music to countries and regions outside the U.S. where the military bases were
located. By comparing music practices at the Occupation clubs in Japan and those at the
U.S. 8™ Army in South Korea, we see many similarities despite the fact that each nation
has taken different paths after World War II. While the U.S. military clubs helped
globalize American popular music, they also contributed to its localization, i.e. the

development of popular music culture unique to each nation.

Keywords: U.S. military bases, U.S. military clubs, the Occupation clubs, the U.S. 8th

Army club show in South Korea, mediation
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