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From Structural Linguistics to Bergsonian
Anthropology via Structural Anthropology

Munenori HAGA

The aim of this article is to theoretically show that anthropology can be a means of
glocalization, that is, it can resist and collapse the structure of globalization. The article
examines the process by which Levi-Straussian structural anthropology can change into
Nietzschean anthropology via Bergsonian anthropology. The article demonstrates this
point by underscoring that Jakobson’s and Levi-Strauss’ concept of “synchrony” in
structural linguistics and structural anthropology respectively, and Bergson’s idea of
“present” in philosophy are compatible with and replaceable by one another, as far as each
concept holds, reduces, and condenses a certain thickness of time.

While Stalinism gives rise to nihilism, the Nietzschean way of overcoming nihilism
can also provide a means of collapsing globalization, which can be considered
synonymous with neo—Stalinism. When anthropology becomes a field of practice for
Nietzschean philosophy, Levi-Strauss reaches “the center of possibilities.” In other
words, it enables the emergence of the field of perspectival anthropology, or Deleuzian
anthropology. By introducing and breeding into structural anthropology the perspectivism
of Nietzschean philosophy, this newly emerging field helps us move out of the problem of
comparison and the dead—end of cultural relativism in which the existing anthropology is

trapped.

Keywords: Jakobson, Levi—Strauss, Bergson, Nietzsche, Deleuze
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