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In spite of this reasoning, we find no alternative to Eng-
lish in Uganda’s present position. We have, therefore,
adopted English as our national language - in fact it is the
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Language Myth, Duckworth, 1981. George Thomas: Linguis-
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tic Purism, Longman, 1991.
ARIXCERLEYVERWIE
There have been many instances in the world of a peo-
ple's abandoning its ancestral speech and adopting

another: but, so far as I know, it has always been under

the influence of the superiority in culture of the speakers
of the other language—usually, indeed, aided also by
political supremacy or social preponderance. The people
in question has, as it were, by adoption of another lan-
guage, joined itself on to another community, linking its
cultural progress with that of the latter. So, I imagine, it
would be with the Japanese: so far as they learned and
used English, it would be because, mainly, of the emi-
nence of the English-speaking races, in the present poli-
tical and social history of the world, and in the career of
modern civilization in literature, science, and art. By
coming to speak English, they would, in a manner, make

themselves a part of those races, having immediate access
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to all that was done by them; uniting, so far as civiliza-
tion was concerned, the destinies of the two peoples. All
this seems to me so much the more important advantage
to be gained by the adoption of English in Japan, that |
should be very loath to see any thing done which would
interfere with its realization. And I think that any altera-
tion, in the process of adoption, of the essential structure
of English, would constitute an interference. You cannot
join the community of English speakers without frankly
accepting English speech as they have made it, and now
use it. All change of that speech, such as you propose,
would be a barrier between the Japanese and English
speaker of English, and would shut out the former from
access to the English literature. The new English (such
is the power of prejudice) would seem laughable and
absurd to the speakers of the old, and those who used it
would be visited with the contempt of the latter.
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Basic English € Basic 7" British, American Scientific,
International and Commercial € ¥°
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(8) RESOENDEQHoMHE 400800
Because you are a reputable scholar in science and litera-
ture, I have decided to write to you to ask for vour opin-
ion about a project that [ have in mind which is con-

nected with the introduction of English to the Japanese

Empire.
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The decision on which style to adopt must be made with the HRR)° «myﬁﬁ\ MOENRCE Y HEELEe M
readers of your publication in mind. We encourage use of Hr, | Basm :m:m:&g imperialism) <4~
Japanese name order—family name first, personal name ¥ ERE QR EEHwRE e RE DY TER
last—on the principle that, not withstanding the willingness FE) v THESEIE, %mwmrub*,/ Qe QT EERER K
of Meiji leaders to accomodate the West, Japanese should be T r e DUEEQHRIHWE AP 02 QR oD
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as free as Chinese and Koreans to use their names in cus-
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