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One of my Malaysian friends described something that actually
happened in Malaysia during World War [i.

One day a friend of my mine heard a terrible cry outside his
house. He ran out. A young mother was crying bitterly because a
Japanese soldier had grabbed her little baby girl from her.

What did the soldier do ? He threw the baby up into the air and
ran his sword through it. The baby died on the spot.
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Td b——h, )

J— 1 JE—
“Which nation is the most cruel ?”
“The Germans.”

“No. No. The Japanese.”

So went the conversation at a party where I was the only Japanese.
The others were all Southeast Asians — some from Malaysia, some from
Singapore.

I was most embarrassed when one of them said that the Japanese
were the most cruel.
P 2 —

One of my Malaysian friends described something that apparently

happned in Malaysia during World War [I.

One day a friend of his heard a terrible cry outside his house. He ran
out. A young mother was crying bitterly because a Japanese soldier had
grabbed her little baby girl from her.

What did the soldier do then ? He threw the baby up into the air and
ran his sword through it. The baby died on the spot.

I felt sad to hear the story.

JRS— 3 [

War makes people cruel. So we cannot say one nation is more cruel

than another.
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You remember Duc-chan and Viet-chan ? They were the victims of
the Vietnam War.

The American forces scattered poison by helicopter over a large area.
As a result a number of children like Duc-chan and Viet-chan were born.
Women who breathed in the poisoned air gave birth to such unfortunate
children.

JR— 4 JR—

The son of Mr. Luu, one of my Vietnamese friends, is also a victim of
US military operations. His mother breathed in the poisoned air and he
was born mentally handicapped.

Now he is 16 years old but he cannot be expected to live an ordinary
life.

These stories are sad, but sometimes we have to face uncomfortable

things to make our life better.

3  “My Fair Lady” O£X
—_—

Eliza Doolittle was a flower girl in London. She was a pretty girl but
her English was a bit different from ‘good’ English.

She spoke Cockney — a kind of English that is spoken in some parts of
London.

JR—— 2 JR—

She said, “I ain't done nothing wrong...”, “I don’t want no money.” Her
pronunciation was also a bit strange. She said [F» # 4] for today,
[# A ¥ # V] for hospital, [T ] for heaven and the like.

One day a gentleman heard her speaking in such English. He was a
professor of English pronunciation. His name was Henry Higgins.
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Professor Higgins said to himself, “I wonder if I can change her Eng-
lish into ‘good’ English in six months. If she speaks ‘good’ English, she
will become a perfect lady.”

He decided to try and began to give her lessons. She had to repeat

“The rain in Spain stays mainly in the plain” hundreds of times to learn
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to speak better.
One evening after six months Eliza found that she was able to say cor-
rectly, “The rain in Spain stays mainly in the plain.”

She was so happy that she began to sing:

Bed! Bed! I couldn’t go to bed!
My head’s too light to try to set it down !
Sleep! Sleep! I couldn't sleep tonight!

Now Eliza became a ‘perfect lady’ who spoke ‘perfect English’!
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The textbook passage read, in part:

“Which nation is the most cruel ?”

“The Germans.”

"No. No. The Japanese.”

A Japanese narrator relates his shock and embarrassment at hearing
this in a party of Southeast Asians. A Malaysian then describes watching
a Japanese soldier run his sword through a Malaysian baby, killing the
child in front of his mother,

But the narrator continues: “War makes people cruel. So we cannot say
one nation is more cruel than another.”

He describes American troops in Vietnam, who “scattered poison by
helicopter” — presumably Agent Orange, a defoliant suspected to have
caused birth defects among Vietnamese and the children of U.S. serv-
icemen.

The lesson ends with the statement, “These stories are sad, but some-
times we have to face uncomfortable things to make our life better.”

——— The Herald Tribune (19884E10H 6 H)
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PROFESSOR Higgins has been called in to smooth over a breach of
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Japanese political etiquette. After loud objections from right-wingers within
the governing Liberal Democratic party, a publisher has withdrawn a
passage in a textbook which tells of Japanese soldiers bayoneting babies.
He has substituted a story based on “My Fair Lady”.

All Japanese schoolbooks are vetted before they get on the education
ministry’s three-yearly list of acceptable texts. Last time round, three of
the 180 books submitted were rejected, and changes were ordered in
many of the others. The most revealing changes were about history.
Japanese nationalists know that a country’s idea of its past helps to
shape its future. So do the Chinese, who have complained that Japanese
history books gloss over what Japan did to them. Japanese opposition
parties, academics and teachers also object to the education ministry’s
nationalism.

The case of “First English Series II ” is unusual, because the book had
already been thruogh the ministerial hoops and was ready for use in
classrooms next April. Perhaps because it was for older children rather
than for infants, the censors had read it less carefully than usual.

Politicians are more vigilant. The Liberal Dermocrats’ education com-
mittee and a right-wing group of 43 Liberal Democratic members of par-
liament known as the Association of Comrades to Discuss the Nation's
Basic lssues (whose adviser is Mr. Seisuke Okuno, a former minister
sacked for suggesting that Japan was not an aggressor in the second
world war) complained to the education ministry about chapter 13. Its
Japanese author quotes a Malaysian who claimed that on one occasion
during the second world war Japanese soldiers in Malaya, tossed babies
in the air and spiked them on their bayonets.

The concerned comrades say that a personal, unsubstantiated report
has no place in a textbook. The party committee says the story is too
brutal for 16-18 year olds. The ministry and publishers, denying they have
succumbed to Liberal Democratic pressure, politely veplaced the passage with
the well-mannered professor.

——The Economist (19884F107 8 H)
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The methods that the Japanese used to punish the Chinese and other
people were indeed very cruel and inhuman. The Japanese did not even
spare the new-born Chinese babies. They used their long sharp swords to
cut off the heads of the people they hated. They also used their bayonets
to stab innocent people. Thousands of Chinese men, women and children
were put to the sword. Chinese babies were thrown into the air and stab-
bed with bayonets. It seemed as if they wanted to kill all the Chinese peo-
ple in this country. Hundreds of them were put in wooden houses and
burnt alive. Those who rushed out of the burning houses were shot dead
or beheaded. —— Sumita Nandy © Japanese Soldiers in Our Country, Ceta-
kan pertama, 1986 © Buku Must Sdn. Bhd., Printed by United Selangor
Press Sdn. Bhd., K. L.
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