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ARGUMENT
How a Ship having passed the Line was
driven by storms to the cold Country towards

the South Pole; and how from thence she made
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her course to the tropical Latitude of the Great
Pacific Ocean; and of the strange things that
befell ; and in what manner the Ancyent Marinere

came back to his own Country. LB (1798)
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How a Ship, having first sailed to the Equator,
was driven by Storms to the cold Country towards
the South Pole; how the Ancient Mariner cruelly
and in contempt of the laws of hospitality killed
a Seabird and how he was followed by many and
and in what manner he
LB (1800)

strange Judgements:
came back to his own Country.
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The Sun came up upon the left,

Out of the sea came he!

And he shone bright, and on the right
Went down into the sea.
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O Wedding-Guest! this soul has been

Alone on a wide wide sea:
(. 597-8)
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Alone, alone, all, all alone,
Alone on a wide wide sea!
And never a saint took pity on
My soul in agony. 285
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Like one that hath been seven days drowned
My body lay afloat;
(1. 552-3)
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I pass, like night, from land to land;
(1. 586)
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2546 17, 104 Saturday Night, April 14, 1805—
In looking at objects of Nature while I am
thinking, as at yonder moon dim-glimmering thro’
the dewy window-pane, I seem rather to be
seeking, as it were asking, a symbolical language

for something within me that already and forever

exists, than observing any thing new. Even when
that latter is the case, yet still T have always an
obseurecure feeling as if that new phaenomenon
were the dim Awaking of a forgotten or hidden
Truth of my inner Nature/It is still interesting
as a Word, a Symbol! It is Aoyos, the Creator!
{and the Evolver!)(
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The IMAGINATION then 1 consider either
as primary, or secondary. The primary IMAGI-
NATION I hold to be the living Power and
prime Agent of all human Perception, and as a
repetition in the finite mind of the eternal act of
creation in the infinite I AM. The secondary I
consider as an echo of the former, co-existing
with the conscious will, yet still as identical with
the primary in the kind of its agency, and differ-
ing only in degree, and in the mode of its opera-
tion. It dissolves, diffuses, dissipates, in order to
re-create; or where this process is rendered
impossible, yet still at all events it struggles to
idealize and to unify. It is essentially vital, even
as all objects (s objects) are essentially fixed
and dead.(®
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Jesus saith unto him, If T will that he tarry till
I come, what is that to thee?
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At four o'clock I observed a wild duck swim-
ming on the waves, a single solitary wild duck.
It is not easy to conceive, interesting a
thing it looked in that round objectless desert of
waters. I had associated such a feeling of im-
mensity with the ocean, that I felt exceedingly

disappointed, when I was out of sight of all land,

how

at the narrowness and nearness, as it were, of
the circle of the horizon. So little are images
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1798 1800

The roaring wind! it roar’d far off,
It did not come anear;
But with the sound it shook the sails

That were so thin and sere.

The upper air bursts into life,
And a hundred fire-flags sheen

To and fro they are hurried about;

And soon I heard a roaving wind;
It did not come anear;
But with its sound it shook the sails

That were so thin and sere.

The upper air burst into life!
And a hundred fire-flags sheen
To and fro they were hurried about!
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And to and fro, and in and out

The stars dance on between

The coming wind doth roar more loud;
The sails do sigh, like sedge:

The rain pours down from one black cloud
And the Moon is at its edge.

Hark! hark! the thick black cloud is cleft,
And the Moon is at its side:

Like waters shot from some high crag,
The lightning falls with never a jag

A river steep and wide.

The strong wind reach’d the ship: it roar’d
And dropp'd down, like a stone!

Beneath the lightning and the moon

The dead men gave a groan.

And to and fro, and in and out

The wan stars danced between,

And the coming wind did roar more loud,

And the sails did sigh like sedge;

And the rain poured down from one black cloud;
The moon was at its edge.

The thick black cloud was cleft, and still
The Moon was at its side:

Like waters shot from some high crag,
The lightning fell with never a jag,

A river steep and wide.

The loud wind never reached the Ship,
Yet now the ship moved on!

Beneath the lightning and the Moon
The dead men gave a groan.
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1798
The body of my brother’s son
Stood by me knee to knee:
The body and I pull’d at one rope,
But he said nought to me—
And 1 quak’d to think of my own voice
How frightful it would be!

The daylight dawn’d—they dropped their arms
And cluster’d round the mast:

1800
The body of my brother’s son
Stood by me knee to knee:
The body and I pulled at one rope,
But he said nought to me.
‘I fear thee, ancient Mariner!’
‘Be calm, thou Wedding-Guest!
"Twas not those souls who fled in pain,
Which to their corses came again,
But a troop of spirits blest:

Ioor when it dawned—etc,

42




Madmay Q| (my own voice) ~J5oREL" WK
ROV 5o e GEOEED) MmO 500 4" FEOR
V5 0BEOSE (HOTOHE) YnKoY 508K §
Mo WOEBEQRYROQAKERIR S L% OeEkEL
o' REOSW | BIREKEL D R o%%%%? =42
By WKKOE L HBENFDheH O A" e O
SVUEQOEEKY SO VRS0 IO KT HEE R
450° (DMK S WEE DL CTwas not those souls .
o EIEQRENEL SV 50 Q 1
B HOUNBIMKCEWNERI LY BN

VT@ :@ﬁ@F%ET\ T Qi) HIKE &
PAUFR0H L O ” E%T%ﬁ@z\@ﬁﬁT%T&@
D4 (O HI :I¢ ERPED~ o HomKORSNE O V°

DEAQNELS0)° RQERKLOQ DY
méﬁ@ﬁ,pi7%§o%otb?é BFomZLL
BB RE D2V SR oN” L QRRmER SEHA WD
R 0y 5500 m U Rad S S BmEER v

Q o M ERIK Q- LB wdr0 A~ 5o KR IR B UE P He
0 O BISEE ¢ MR N R MAEEREN 5U e
A L=< © HER 2 mHE M A0 VBT ®

L

o

w@?#w blest ..v JSES

B O« =Y VEH OLKSPBEIURL
1798 text—retained
It ceased: vet still the sails made on
A pleasant noise till noon,
A noise like of a hidden brook
In the leafy month of June,
That to the sleeping woods all night

Singeth a quiet tune.

1798 text—omitted 1800
Listen, O listen, thou Wedding-Guest!
“Marinere! thou hast thy will:
For that, which comes out of thine eye,
doth make
My body and soul to be still.”

Never sadder tale was told
To a man of woman born:
Sadder and wiser thou wedding-guest! o

~ft
Thou’lt rise to-morrow morn,



Never sadder tale was heard
By a man of woman born:
The Marineres all return’d to work

As silent as beforne.

The Marineres all ’gan pull the ropes,
But lock at me they n’old:

Though I, I am as thin as air—
They cannot me behold.

Till noon we silently sailed on
Yet never a breeze did breathe:
Slowly and smoothly went the ship

Mov’'d onward from beneath.
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1798 text—retained
The harbour-bay was clear as glass,
So smoothly it was strewn !
And on the bay the moon light lay,
And the shadow of the moon.

1798 text—omitted 1800
The moonlight bay was white all o'er,
Till rising from the same,
Full many shapes, that shadows were,

Like as of torches came.

A little distance from the prow
Those dark-red shadows were:

But soon 1 saw that my own flesh



Was red as in a glare.

I turn’d my head in fear and dread,
And by the holy rood,

The bodies had advanc’d, and now
Before the mast they stood.

They lifted up their stiff right arms,
They held them straight and tight;
And each right-arm burnt as a torch,
A torch that’s borne upright.

Their stony eye-balls glitter’d on

In the red and smoky light.

I pray’d and turn’d my head away
Forth looking as before.

There was no breeze upon the bay,
No wave against the shore.

The rock shone bright, the kirk no less

That stands above the rock:
The moonlight steep’d in silentness

The steady weathercock.
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Then vanish’d all the lovely lights;
The bodies rose anew :

With silent pace, each to his place,
Came back the ghastly crew.
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The wind, that shade nor motion made,

On me alone it blew.
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Which to their corses came again,
But a troop .of spirits blest:
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1798 1800
Since then at an uncertain hour, 615 Since then at an uncertain hour,

Now ofttimes and now fewer,
That anguish comes and makes me tell

My ghastly aventure.
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That agony reluyns:
And tll my ghastly tale is lold,

The heart within me buyns.
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And whistled thro’ his hones;

Thro’ the holes of his eyes and the
hole of his mouth

Half-whistles and half-groans.
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Fear at my heart, as at a cup,
My life-blood seemed to sip! 205
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The Sun’s rim dips; the stars rush out:

At one stride comes the dark; 200 (SL)
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Ah wretch! said they, the bird to slay, 95
That made the breeze to blow!
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4003 .4 The will to the deed, the inward
principle to the outward Act, is as the Shelt +o
-the Kernel to the Shell; but yet, I. the Shell is
necessary for the Kernel, & that by which it is
commonly known; & 2. as the Shell grews comes
first, & the Kernel grows gradually & hardens

within it, so is it with the Moral principle in
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man—Legality precedes Morality in every Indi-
vidual, even as the Jewish Dispensation precedes
the Christian in the Education of the world at
large.

When may the will be taken for the Deed?
Answer wh T....7 Obedience of the whole man;
I'whenl ever the Will is the Deed, i. e. all the
Deed in our power—In every other case, it is
Bending the Bow without shooting the arrow.—
Hint for an excellent Picture Emblem—a Bird of
Paradise or the Pheenix on the branch of a Tree;
and a man taking aim and drawing the string of
the Bow with might and main toward him, &
never an arrow in the notch.
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I can easily believe, that there are more
Invigible than Visible Beings in the Universe;
[and that there are more Orders of Angels in
the Heavens, than variety of Fishes in the Sea;]}
but who will declare to us the Family of all
these, and acquaint us with the Agreements,
Differences, and peculiar Talents which are to be
found among them? It is true, human Wit has
always desired a Knowledge of these Things,
though it has never yet attained it. [The Heathen
Divines have very much philosophised about the
invisible World of Souls, Genii, Manes, Demons,
Heroes, Minds, Deities, and Gods, as we may see

in Jamblichus's Treatise on the Mysteries of the



Aegyptians, and in Psellus and Pletho on the
Chaldean Rites, and everywhere in the Platonic
Authors. Some Christian Divines have imitated
these also, with Reference to the Orders of
Angels; and The Gnostics have feigned many
things in this Matter, under the Names of Eons
and Gods. The Cabalists
Jetzirah (or World of Angels) range Mpyriads of

Angels

Moreover, in their

under their Leaders Sandalphon and
Metatrvon, as they who are conversant in those
Studies very well know. But of what Value are
all these Things? Has this Seraphic Philosophy
any Thing sincere or solid about it? T know that
St. Paul speaks of the Angelic World, and has
taken notice of many Orders and Distinctions
among them; but this in general only; he does
not philosophize about them; he disputes not,
nor teaches anything in particular concerning
them ; nay, on the contrary, he reproves those

as puft up with vain Science, who rashly thrust

themselves forward to seek into these unknown
and unsearchable Things.} I will own that it is
very profitable, sometimes to contemplate in the
Mind, as in a Draught, the Image of the greater
and better World ; lest the Soul being accustomed
to the Trifles of this present Life, should contract
itself too much, and altogether rest in mean
Cogitations ; but, in the mean Time, we must
take Care to keep to the Truth, and observe
Moderation, that we may distinguish certain

Things, and Day from Night.
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Qccasion of the Lyrical Ballads, and the objects
originally proposed—Preface to the second edition
—The ensuing conlvoversy, its causes and acvimony
—Philosophic ~definitions of a poem and poetry
with scholia

DURING the first year that Mr. Wordsworth and
I were neighbours, our conversations turned
frequently on the two cardinal points of poetry,
the power of exciting the sympathy of the reader
by a faithful adherence to the {ruth of nature,

and the power of giving the interest of novelty



by the modifying colours of imagination. The
sudden charm, which accidents of light and shade,

which moon-light or sun-set diffused over a
known and familiar landscape, appeared to repre-
sent the practicability of combining both. These
are the poetry of nature. The thought suggested
itself (to which of us I do not recollect) that a
series of poems might be composed of two sorts.

In the one, the incidents and agents were to be,

in part at least, supernatural; and the excellence
aimed at was to consist in the interesting of the
affections by the dramatic truth of such emotions,

as would naturally accompany such situations,

supposing them real. And real in #his sense they
have been to every human being who, from
whatever source of delusion, has at any time
believed himself under supernatural agency. For
the second class, subjects were to be chosen from
ordinary life; the characters and incidents were
to be such, as will be found in every village and

its vicinity, where there is a meditative and
feeling mind fto seek after them, or to notice
them, when they present themselves.

In this idea originated the plan of the “Lyrical
Ballads ;” in which it was agreed, that my endeav-
ours should be directed to persons and characters
supernatural, or at least romantic; yet so as to
transfer from our inward nature a human interest
and a semblance of truth sufficient to procure
for these shadows of imagination that willing
suspension of dishelief for the moment, which
constitutes poetic faith., Mr. Wordsworth, on the
other hand, was to propose to himself as his
object, to give the charm of novelty to things of
every day, and to excite a feeling analogous to
the supernatural, by awakening the mind’s atten-
tion from the lethargy of custom, and directing
it to the loveliness and the wonders of the world
before us; an inexhaustible treasure, but for
which in consequence of the film of familiarity




and selfish solicitude we have eyes, yet see not,
ears that hear not, and hearts that neither feel

nor understand.
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But the curse
liveth for him
in the eye of

the dead men.
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The cold sweat melted from their limbs,

Nor rot nor reek did they:

The look with which they looked on
me 255

Had never passed away.

An orphan’s curse would drag to hell
A spirit from on high;
But oh! more horrible than that

In his loneliness
and fixedness he
yearneth towards
the journeying
Moon, and the
stars that still
sojourn, vet still
move onward ;
and every where
the blue sky
belongs to them,
and is their ap-
pointed rest,
and their native
country and
their own natu-
ral homes, which
they enter un-
announced, as
lords that are
certainly expect-
ed and vet there
is a silent joy

at their arrival.

By the light
of the Moon he
beholdeth

260

Seven days, seven nights, I saw that

Is the curse in a dead man's eye!

curse,
And vyet I could not die.

The moving Moon went up the sky,
And no where did abide:
Softly she was going up, 265

And a star or two beside—

Her beams bemocked the sultry main,
Like April hoar-frost spread;

But where the ship’s huge shadow lay,
The charméd water burnt alway 270

A still and awful red.

Beyond the shadow of the ship,
I watched the water-snakes:



God's creatures
of the great
calm.

Their beauty
and their
happiness.

He blesseth
them in his
heart.

The spell beging
to break,

They moved in tracks of shining white,
And when they reared, the elfish

light 275
Fell off in hoary flakes.

Within the shadow of the ship

I watched their rich attire:

Blue, glossy green, and velvet black,

They coiled and swam ; and every
track 280

Was a flash of golden fire.

O happy living things! no tongue
Their beauty might declare:

A spring of love gushed from my heart,
And T blessed them unaware: 285
Sure my kind saint took pity on me,
And T blessed them unaware.

The self-same moment I could pray;

And from my neck so free
The Albatross fell off, and sank 290
Like lead into the sea.
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(Rest=infinite Motion—either infinitely great
or infinitely small.)
Rest, Motion!—O ye strange Locks of intri-

cate Simplicity, who shall find the Key? He

chall throw wide open the Portals of the Palace
of Sensuous or Symbolical Truth; and the Holy
of Holies will he find in the Adyta. Rest=
Enjoyment, and Death! Motion=Enjoyment and
Life! O the depth of the Proverb, Extremes

meet!
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