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When somebody says “according to Webster....,” we may well ask
which Webster because of the complicated enterprise (some say chicanery)
of the dictionary business. Just as the word dictionary passed from title
of a particular book to a general name for all such books, so the name
Webster or Webster’s entered the public domain quite early in the United
States as a synonym for dictionary. Furthermore, since copyright to a
printed work expires in twenty-eight years (with possible renewal for
another twenty-eight), the normal hébit of lexicographers of working
with ode eye on the competitor’s product is lifted into the opportunity
- to steal a whole book. There is also more than one way for the copy-
right holder to milk his old plates when he brings ouit a new edition.
He can go on printing the old book at a lower price and under another
name, or he can sell or lease it to somebody else and sit with piously
averted eyes while it rampages as an amazing bargain in the low-priced
field.

Merr1am having purchased the copyright to Neah Webster’s American
. Dictionary from his heirs, fought again and again in the courts to keep
the name Webster as the company’s private property. In 1917 Merriam
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came up with a partial victory:a federal court ruled that other publish-

ers uéing the Webster name on a dictionary must print this warning:
“This dictionary ié not published by the original publishers of Webster’s
Dictionary or by their successors.” By the use of microscopic print-in
advertising and by depending on dictionary buyers’ not glancing at the
title page, other publishers managed to nullify the decision pretty well.
Webster' continued to mean dictionary to the general public. The name
Webster in the title has meant prosperity to publishers of some unwor-
thy dictionaries, and its absence failure to some worthy ones.

~In our lifetimé the largest -publisher of Webster dictionaries outs_ide
of Merriam has been the World Publishing Company, a concern which
also prints many versions of another work in the public domain, the
Holy Bible. World dictionaries and Bibles of all shapes and sizes flood
the bookstores, drugstores, and department-store bookshops at prices
"ranging from forty-nine cents up. By various devices of bookmaking,
titling, and promotion, World, concentrating on th_e low-priced market,
placed a World Webster of some sort in most American homes. By
nearly every standard of lexicography and scholarship these were pret'ﬁy
poor books; one entry described a character in a novel . thus:. “Moll
~ Flanders, a notorious English courtesan of the reign of Charles II; she
- was a woman of great beauty and accomplishment.” One redeeming
feature of these inexpensive books was a plain uncluttered. page on
which the _Wofds were defined so simply and so clearly that anyone
could read the ‘definitions and understand them. Even college students

with bright new desk dictionaries have been known to sneak a look at -

an old Worid Webster that has always been around the house, confident
that it would not swamp them with bigger problems than they brought
to it. The editor, an Australian, included for the -American housewife a
" generous measure of Australian Bush slang to widen her cultural hori-
zon. ' ' .

In 1941 World decided to put out a revision of one of its popular dic-
tionaries. It hired one of the best lexicographers, Joseph Friend, and
built up a staff. In 1951 Webster's New World Dictionary of the Ameri-
can Ianguage came out in a two-volume Encyclopedic Edition. For this
book World successfully asserted its right to the use of Webster in the
title... World issued the one-volume College Edition in 1953; the title
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pages of both editions are free of the disclaimer. When in these days

we say “according to Webster...,” we should qualify: Merriam-Webster

is one kind of book, and the Webster's New World another and not
necessarily inferior kind. But you can comsider it likely that any

Webster bearing the forementioned warning on its title page is an out-

dated and highly suspect book. (pp. 464-465)

T D New World, ACD, Webster New Collegiate, Winston, Funk and
Wagnalls > New College Standard, Thorndiké—Barnhart O 6 FEEITONWT
RATH B, ‘

World seems definitely superior in most counté, with ACD a close
second choice. Both are excellent books. If neither is availableb, the New
Collegiate is the next choice; then Winston and finally the New College
Standard. ‘These books all run around five dollars without thumb-in-

s

dexing; about six dollars with it. If you only spend three dollars for a '
dictionary, the Thorndike-Barnhart is the only lower-priced book worth

having. (p. 477
Vo B, Z0f, R 5 New World 283 233 2308036, =
BoFlic 3 4o TRV ERE S, HTEHROIIIic>0 T,

The Webster's New World uses a modified historical order, giving
older senses first as long as they. are living and current today and
tacking obsolete and archaic meanings on at the end. (p. 469) -

Zhiz New World %85 Guide to the Use of the Dictionary THi-> T\
B OCRMEZOBRLZLLILECATHA bV, FE, &, BITEORIC
FTREE RO CRT, BE, L, BEOE R, BEECENT, REORE
ME 2N B & DI, ZRUCEZABVIRD, B, HEERICELT LI

LT b, UL, BREEEZS-TS, 30X hEMRIEILE 2 0TSV

5Cd b, LED Guide & EBOFDIE »AbRTEATAHS &, BHEO®E

ERELRT, Pt ORRANENDL DL TWELHTHB, SOD &
HEL TH 5 & REEREENC 235, UL SODCHERIRZDT
WABDE—DREEYIZY, ~HERT a,b,c LN TWV5 b D % Bl &L
SEIEHLTVADTROE W HBIBTERVE 5 Th b, BlAWE sinister 4
13 wicked, evil, or dishonest, especially in some dark, mysterious way ¢
»HBH, Thix SOD o 3 (1455), 4 (1747) Ebh, 5 (1579), 5b (1797)
D—¥Eic7so7z 3. suggesting the approach of disaster.... X h#iz’s> T
%, %7 5%&HE 1z disastrous; unfortunate »5dh 595, chix 6 (1576), 7 (17
25) O—fickok b EBEbhs, HOTHERIEICTSE 4,5,8 w5l
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bz, 0td, BFRONACETHAH SOD. d 5 (1579), 6 (1576) %)

WS MTHB, CHIRSTHE, NW OESIRRSE IS 2 & 5 WHIBL 2 1

L TWaADTH 5 5, alogical; progressive flow & & 5 5, PR BE U FREENE &
LT3, %7 semantically Kﬁ'ﬁ%%owé ELUTY, i lmEerdac
iU‘?’fPDLWC BV,

DO ERZ OHIPIT o T manatee, conJecture, reprobate retinue 7&&0) ‘

Ble BT, _

This treatment of hard words explained by eaéy ones came into modern
dictionaries most notably in the Winston’s Simplified Dictionary of 1926
and is continued in the ACD, Thomdike—Bamhdrt, and the Webster’s
New World. The definitions in the preceding paragraph are from Web-

" ster’s New World Dictionary;, Winston is briefer, more cvompact, a little
more crowded, but neat. ACD 1is a little less rigorous than World in
staying ‘within the vocabulary of common use, but still understandable

without a great deal of chasing up other words, with a style terse, élip-
ped, and clean. (p. 471)

Grace is a constant satisfaction in British Wyld’s Umversal and in
Webster’s New World, whose editors were creative writers and stylists
before and after they turned their hands to lexicography. (p. 472)
E@EoF% Nation 12 &> THEIL TA 3 &, '

N.W. 1. a stable, historically developed community of people with a terri-

tory, economic life, distinctiVe culture, and language in common.
2. the people of a territory umted under a single government; coun-

try; state. 3. @) a people or tribe. ) a tribe of North American

Indians belonging to a confederation: as, the Six Natzons ¢) the
territory of such a tribe. ‘ : ‘
the nations, 1. in the Bible, the nori-Jewish nations; the Gentiles.
2. [poetic]. all the peoples of the earth. :
ACD 1. an aggregation of the same ethnic family, speaking the same lan-
guage or cognate languages. 2, a body of people associated with a
particular territory who are sufficiently comscious of their unity
to seek or to possess a government peculiarly their own. 3. a
member tribe of an Indian confederation.
COD Distinct race or people having commor descent, language, history,
or political' institutions (most favoured~, to which State accords
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lowest scale of import duties);//(in medieval & some Scots univv.)
body of students from particular coun‘try: or district; LAW of~s;
LEAGUE? of N~s; UNITED N~s. Hence ~HOOD n. '

UED 1. A large group of human-beings who form an independent. politi- .
cal unity, and are subject to a single supreme‘ central government;
usually occupying a clearly defined geographical area, and further
united by an ancient community of race, customs, traditions, and
general spirit, and feeling themselves to be a unity: the British,
French, Duich, nation &c., the voice of the nation, opinion of the
majority of the inhabitants of a country; law of nations, internation-
al law; Battle of the Nations, Leipzig, 1813. Phr. most favoured
=ation, one whose exports are subject to the lowest rate of tariff
charges when they enter given countfy, the latter having the same
terms for its own exports. 2. A group of people who form, or
once formed; an ancient national untiy, though at present either
geographicélly scattered (Jewish nation), or kforming part of a
larger mnational unit (Scottish, Welsk, nation), but still presenting
distinguishing racial and other characters, such as separate religion:
or language. 3. (Bib.) In pl. the nations, the Gentiles, the non-
Jewish peoples. 4. (in mediaeval universities) Group of students
belonging to the same race or nationality.

UE2R2E % "ACD & hix 3. OB a, b, c KONTHMTzy, H
- the nations 3G FFL TV 5B, l/i»b 3.4 O a people or tribe DOEEDHS
RHABETH 5, iz Wyld o 2. ORBIL>THDbNE b OTHS 505, <
NBMA NIz LKk Y 20 5 3.b ~0DF %@ﬁ'ﬁ%#oﬂowf, HEED
Hosl Coh\f@ff‘n,ﬁ%u}uhftﬂﬂ iﬁﬁfa‘bé &mb:néo_ . )

COD wH#L T4 5 5%, phrase, FIfITH5h5, chd nation OBEIT .
R %= most favoured nation pS/2WNZI T, AN BRELEL L THTE
by M, Wyld OFEFL S IZTREERNE 5 THE, LbL, Wyld REED
HOITT SO THLEMOBZ RN T, MR TUL»ERLEL TV 3 RTIE New
World 1245 %BL Tk 5 5, %z damn O D ACD b L CIERN T B DS

CAATWV S,

N.W. v. t. 1. originally, to condemn as guilty; hence, 2. to condemn as
-bad, inferior, etc.: often used in the imperative as a curse.” 3. to
criticize adversely; hence, 4. to ruin the chances of for success;

3,

* make fail. 5. to swear at by saylng “damn”: as, he damued the .
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weather. . 6. in theology, to.condemn to eternal punishment, as in
hell.
v. i. to swear or curse; say “damn”, etc.
 n. the saying' of “damn” as a curse.
adj. & adv. [Collog.], damned: a clipped form, used as a curse or
strong 1ntenswe . '
interj. an expression of anger, annoyance, dlsappomtment etc.
Often euphemized as darn, dog-gone, etc.——SYN. see curse.
damn with faint praise, to condemn by praising without enthusiasm.
_ not care (giife) a damn, [Collg.], not care at. all.

ACD v. t. 1. to declare (something) to be bad, unfit, invalid, or illegal.’
2. to condemn as a failure: damn a play. 3. to bring condemnation
upon; ruin. 4. to doom to eternal punishment, or condemn to hell.
'5. to swear at or curse, using the word “damn”.—v.i. 6. to use
the word “damn”; swear. ——n. 7. the utterance of the word “damn”
in swearing or for emphasis. : .

C OWZ OB N. W. b Thd 5 5, FRiC ady., adv,, interj, &

UTHEDN AT UABWTH S, F72 not give a damn BHITIDb

(American Thesaurus of Slang KIZHI T %% WEOFEE & U CTEERT

725 5, OWTIC damn BIFO entry 2H#EUTA %, #5A N W.

12 142 000, ACD % 132,000C N.W. 0ABENDTH 535, N.W. 121 H

2 b DOREHTFL & damnably (ACD (3¥RAEZE & L C damnable OIHITH %)

Damon and Pythias (ACD i3¥iic Damon T, N. W, ACD ¢ %z Pythias -

13Damon ~ refer L Td %). damp-dry, damiping, dampish, dampness, dan- -

dyish, Danubian, Dapsang, Dardanian CH|EREBSANL SN TN D T 2D

L, CHRB[EE S 2REOREDTHS S, —/, ACD KDH D% b DM,

Daniel (Edward Salisbury), d'Arblay, Darbyites, Dardanus, Daredeviltry,

darg, Darjeehng TEEZEVZ L 5T 3,

up-to-date &3 Tt hi~fi 2% adj. LU TADTED, high fidelity P
separate compound THTi» %, #Ofh, flying saucer, tweeter, woofer,
spaceship, Salk (v~ v 75 OFEHEHE), calypso (. & L/“C 3, ACD ik
adj), tuner (7 A ®), B2 LHILD STREY, - B SNW.

OFBAALTHS L ERITUPTH B, ACD ZEfEYA! R 1T TV B

- N. W. 1% lily family fZOFRT, & b—~ﬁ&mézaofw5° iy, CORE

@ﬁ%fiib\m@m%%ﬂﬂf;m
WICEETH 595, iz N W. @%@@%M)%@&%n aﬂbao
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Webster's New World gives space to a full treatment of native and
foreign words in the light of recent studies, carrying them back, where
poésible, to Indo-European roots and down through their changing forms

: 1n English to the point where the definitions of current meanings pick

up the story. (p. 473)

nation OF% & %<
NW. [ME. & OFr. naczon<L natzo<natus pp. of nasci, to be born]
ACD [ME. t.-L: s. ndtio race, people, nat1on, orig., birth]

COD [F, f. L nationem nom. -0 (nascz nat- be born, -ION)]

'milk ez E L
NW. [ME, milke, melk; AS. meolc mile; skin to G. milch; TE. base .

. *melg— ‘to stroke, press out, wipe off, hence to milk (an animal),

seen also in L. mulgere, to milk  (cf, EMULSION) ]

ACD [ME, OE milc, meolc, c. G milch]

COD [com.-Teut: OMercian mile, Du. melk, G milch, F. OTeut. meluks
(melk vb, cogn. w. Gk amelgs, L mulgére to milk) }

Bl EZ L T 5 LEIERE TIDORD TN A0, rAANW. 1213
H5, ACD L HEBEL<, 1212 COD LABETH 3 B4 5, (HUHKS
LTIV TW RPN DECTH B, o

HT12 N.W. 13 ACD R General American %3:4ke U, flithic va-

riant & UTATh %, EHBERNZD DA [9, 0] 121 IPA %4 b Tro
B, W, i American English in its Cultural Setting DFEFE X 196041
B % F5E 0 Webster (D newer International i3 brave enough to go i)hone-
mic TH55 LEO T2, (HH4T4E) HFcET 5| ACD & N. W. i1
jt%’%fcrb\ok 5ThH 5o

MJ“LLiF’“I/“CF'tJ“C, N.W. id&fke LT ACD & ’)—*%ﬁu@btﬁ‘?iﬂr& =]

5C EWTE B, J:::BF‘UEQ o World seems deflmtely superior, with ACD
a close second choice. &35 BIERBE» HIECEL 23 &0 5 FEFEH»
SICANTHEAE, T ic unique S##ET, L%,  ACD 2% close second
&L\5§iﬁ6ii‘?ﬁil§l<‘:%i ENB,

. t
®im WO R N W, (1986), ACD (1951), COD (1954), UED
(1956) TACDMDUREDDIZT E2BEH LTH L,
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