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. but not so waked
Satan, so call him now, his former name
Is heard no more in heaven; he of the first,
If not the first archangel, great in power,

In favour and pre-eminence, yet fraught
With envy against the Son of God, that day
Honoured by his great Father, and proclaimed
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Messiah king anointed, could not bear
Through pride that sight, and thought himself impaired.
Deep malice thence conceiving and disdain,
Soon as midnight brought on the dusky hour
Friendliest to sleep and silence, he resolved
With all his legions to dislodge, and leave
Unworshipped, unobeyed the throne supreme
Contemptuous, and his next subordinate
Awakening, thus to him in secret spake. (PL V. 657—72)
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Sleep’st thou companion dear, what sleep can close
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The eyelids? And remember’st what decree

Of yesterday, so late hath passed the lips

Of heaven’s almighty. Thou to me thy thoughts

Was wont, I mine to thee was wont to impart;

Both waking we were one; how then can now

Thy sleep dissent? (V. 673—679)
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but all obeyed
The wonted signal, and superior voice '
Of their great potentate; for great indeed
His name, and high was his degree in heaven;

His countenance, as the morning star that guides

The starry flock, allured them, and with lies

Drew after him the third part of heaven’s host:

' (V. 704—710)
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If thou beest he; but O how fallen! how changed
From him, who in the happy realms of light
Clothed with transcendent brightness didst outshine
Myriads though bright: if he whom mutual league,
United thoughts and counsels, equal hope
And hazard in the glorious enterprise,

Joined with me once, now misery hath joined

In equal ruin: into what pit thou seest

From what highth fallen, so much the stronger proved
He with his thunder: and till then who knew

The force of those dire arms? Yet not for those,

Nor what the potent victor in his rage

Can else inflict, do I repent or change,

Though changed in outward lustre, that fixed mind
And high disdain, from sense of injured merit,
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That with the mightiest raised me to contend,

And to the fierce contention brought along
Inrumerable force of spirits armed

That durst dislike his reign, and me preferring,

His utmost power with adverse power opposed

Tn dubious battle on the plains of heaven,

And shook his throne, What though the field be lost?
All is not lost; the unconquerable will,

And study of revenge, immortal hate,

And courage never to submit or yield:

And what else not to be overcome? (1. 84—109)
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. That glory never shall his wrath or might
Extort from me. To bow and sue for grace
With suppliant knee, and deify his power,
Who from the terror of #4is arm so late
Doubted his empire, that were low indeed,
That were an ignominy and shame beneath
This downfall; since by fate the strength of gods
And this empyreal substance connot fail,
Since through experience of this great event
In arms not worse, in foresight much advanced,
We may with more successful hope resolve
To wage by force or guile eternal war
Irreconcilable, to our grand foe,
Who now triumphs, and in the excess of joy
Sole reigning holds the tyranny of heaven. (I. 110—124)
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But what if he our conqueror (whom I now
Of force believe almighty, since no less

Than such could have o’erpowered such force as ours)
Have left us this our spirit and strength entire
Strongly to suffer and support our pains,

That we may so suffice his vengeful ire,

Or do him mightier service as his thralls

By right of war, whate’er his business be
Here in the heart of hell to work in fire,

Or do his errands in the gloomy deep;

What can it then avail though yet we feel
Strength undiminished, or eternal being

215(8)



To undergo eternal punishment? (1. 143—155)
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Fallen cherub, to be weak is miserable
Doing or suffering : but of this be sure,
To do aught good never will be our task,
But ever to do ill our sole delight,
As being the contrary to his high will
Whom we resist. If then his providence
Out of our evil seek to bring forth good,
Our labour must be to pervert that end,
And out of good still to find means of evil;
Which oft-times may succeed, so as perhaps
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Shall grieve him, if 1 fail not, and disturb
His inmost counsels from their destined aim. (1. 157—168)
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Be it so, since he
Who now is sovereign can dispose and bid
What shall be right: furthest from him is best
Whom reason hath equalled, force hath made supreme
Above his equals Farewell happy fields
Where joy for ever dwells: hail horrors, hail
Infernal world, and thou profoundest hell
Receive thy new possessor: one who brings
A mind not to be changed by place or time,
The mind is its own place, and in itself
Can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven.
What matter where, if I be still the same,
And what should be, all but less than he
Whom thunder hath made greater? Here at least
We shall be free; the almighty hath not built
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence:
Here we may reign secure, and in my choice
To reign is worth ambition though in hell:
Better to reign in hell, than serve in heaven. (1. 245—263)
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Princes, potentates,
Warriors, the flower of heaven, once yours, now lost,
If such astonishment as this can seize
Eternal spirits; or have ye chosen this place
After the toil of battle to repose
Your wearied virtue, for the ease you find
To slumber here, as in the vales of heaven?
Or in this abject posture have ye sworn
To adore the conqueror? who now beholds
Cherub and seraph rolling in the flood
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“With scattered arms and ensigns, till anon
His swift pursuers from heaven gates discern
The advantage, and descending tread us down
Thus drooping, or with linked thunderbolts .
Transfix us to the bottom of this gulf.
Awake, arise, or be for ever fallen (1. 815—330)
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They heard, and were abashed, and up they sprung
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Upon the wing, as when men wont to watch

On duty, sleeping found by whom they dread,
Rouse and bestir themselves ere well awake,

Nor did they not perceive the evil plight

In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel;
Yet to their general’s voice they soon obeyed
Innumerable. As when the potent rod

Of Amram’s son in Egypt’s evil day

Waved round the coast, up called a pitchy cloud
Of locusts, warping on the eastern wind,

That o’er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung
Like night, and darkened all the land of Nile: (1. 331—43)
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In heavenly spirits could such perverseness dwell?
But to convince fhe proud what signs avail,
Or wonders move the obdurate to relent? (VI, 788—90)
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