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The End of the Affair
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“There’s another man ‘within me
that’s angry with me.”
(HOLANEPNDVOQLQEIRIVIOVOHNE
0PN Y 506)
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Andrews’s character .was built of superficial
dreams, sentimentality, cowardice, and yet he was
constantly made aware beneath all these of an un-
comfortable questioning critic (Uniform Edition, p.
39) , o
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Once his father had visited him at school. An-
drews was in the gravel playground. It wasin the
interval between two lessons and he was hastily
revising some Latin grammar.. He had looked up
and stared with amazement at the unexpected sight
of his father, a tall, heavy man with a big beard
clumsily dressed, crossing the gravel with the head-
master. The headmaster was small, quick and neat
with birdlike motions. His father was shy, embar-

" rassed, conscious suddenly of his own coarse bulk.
He had said, “I was passing through and thought
I'd come and see %o:..: He stopped, not wsoi:m how
to continue and stood shifting from one foot to the
other. “Happy 7” he asked. Andrews had the in-
stinctive cruelty of a child. He remembered his

father at WOBF domineering, brutal, a. conscious
master, not chary of his blows to either child or wife.
“Very,” he said. mm.m voice filled with artificial
pleasure and he pronounced his words with artificial
neatness. “We are doing Horace this term, father,”
he said, “and Sophocles.” The headmaster beamed.
His father murmured incoherently that he must go
now, disappeared across the gravel, his heavy boots
sounding self-consciously. (pp. 32-3)
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‘He (i.e. Andrews) felt no fear .of death, but a
“terror of life, of going on soiling himself and re-
penting and soiling himself again. There was, he
felt, no escape. (p. 184) ,
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“Im wanted for a murder I didn’'t do. People
want to kill me because I know too much. I'm hid-
" ing underground, and up above the Germans are
methodically smashing London to bits all round me.
You remember -St. Clement’s—the bells of St.
Clement’s. ‘;3}6 smashed that—St." James’s,
Piccadilly, the Burlington Arcade, Garland’s Hotel,
where we stayed for the pantomime, Maples and
John Lewis. It sounds like a thriller, doesn’t it, but
the thrillers are like life—more like life than you
are, this lawn, your sandwiches, that pine. You
ased to laugh at the books Miss Savage read—
about spies, and murders, and violence, and wild
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motor-car chases, but, dear, that’s real life: it’s what
we've all made of the world since you died. I'm
your little Arthur who wouldn’'t hurt a beetle and
T'm a murderer too....” (pp.71-2) ,
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Do) TBE] Lyt (When he (Dryden) died,
in 1700, he ‘left the new age, the quieter, more ration-
al age, curiously empty. (Fielding and Sterne, in The

Lost Childfooa and Other Essays pp. 58, 59. Eyre &
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the
whim, in Sterne’s day crept into our literature. It

The personal emotion, personal sensibility,

is impossible not to feel a faint disgust at this man,
oE.omm:% a man of God, who in The Sentimental
Jourriey found in his own tearful reaction to the
mad girl of Moulines the satisfactory conclusion: ‘I

am positive I have a soul ; nor can all the books.

with which materialists have pester’d the world ever
convince me of the contrary.

1t is a little galling to find the conceit of such a
man justified. However much we hate the man, or
‘hate rather his coy whimsical defences, he is” more

hamemEo, than Fielding by virtue of that most.

musical style, the day-dream conversation of a man
with a stutter in a world of his imagination where
wosmcw and teeth have no problems to overcome,
where no syllables are harsh, where mind speaks
softly to mind with infinite subtlety of tone.... one

¢
—



must surrender to Sterne most of the graces. What
Fielding H,.Vovmmomm@.av and Sterne did not, was some-

thing quiet as new to the novel as Sterne’s lightness .

and sensibility, moral seriousness. He was mnot a
poet—and Sterne was at any rate a minor one—
but this moral seriousness enabled him to construct
a form which would later satisfy the requirements
of major poets as Defoe’s plain narrative could not,
(pp. 62—63) v , .
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young not even a love affair would alter my schedule,
A love affair had to begin after lunch, and however
late 1 might be in getting to bed—so long as 1 slept
in my own bed—I would read  the morning’s work
over and sleep on it. Even the war hardly affected
me. A lame leg kept me out of the Army, and as I
was in Civil Defence, my fellow workers were only

too glad that I never wanted the quiet morning turns

of duty.
for keenness, but- I was keen only for my desk, my

I got, as a result, a quite false reputation

sheet of paper, that quota of words dripping slowly,
It needed Sarah to upset
my self-imposed discipline. (p. 36)
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methodically, from the pen.
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... the first night I took Sarah out to dinner I
had the cold-blooded intention of picking the brain
She didn’t know what I
was at; she thought, I am sure, that I was genuinely

of a civil servant’s wife.

interested in her family life, and perhaps that first
awakened her liking for me. ... she was so pleased
that anybody should take Henry seriously. ... A
time came when I deliberately told Sarah that I had

only taken Henry up for the purpose of copy, copy

Mo U NCERR | %

too for 'a character who was the ridiculous, the
comic element in my book. It was then she began

to dislike my novel. She had an enormous loyalty to.
“Henry (Icould never deny that), and in those clouded

hours when the demon took charge of my brain
and I S,mmama even harmless Henry, I would use
the novel and invent episodes too crude to write.. ..
Once when Sarah had spent a whole night with me
(I had looked forward -to it as a writer looks for-
ward to the last word of his book) I had spoilt the
occasion suddenly by a chance word which broke the
mood of what sometimes seemed for hours at a time
a complete love. I had fallen sullenly asleep about
two and woke at three, and putting my hand on her
I think I had meant to make
everything well again, until my victim turned her
face, bleary and beautiful with sleep and full of
frust, towards me. She had &oﬂmoﬁms,\%m n:m?@r
and I found even in her forgetfulness a new cause,

arm woke Sarah.

How twisted we humans are, and yet they say a God
made us; but I find it hard to conceive of any God
who is not as simple as a perfect equation, as clear
as air. (pp. 5—6)
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She had an enormous loyalty to Henry @84 ¢ 0 #vo
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%" Pyle VEROWHEC Y ——1 was to learn later
that he 'had an enormous respect for what he called
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