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There was a Lord in the campe, let him be a Lord of misrule if you
will, for he kept a plaine alehouse without welt or gard of anie iuy-
bush, and sold syder and cheese by pint and by pound to all that came,(at
the verie name of sider I can but sigh, there is so much of it in renish
wine now a daies.) -+ . This great Lord, this worthie Lord, this noble
Lord, thought no scorn (Lord, haue mercie vpon vs)to haue his great
veluet breeches larded with the droppinges of this dainte liquor, & yet
he was an old seruitor, a cauelier of an ancient house, as might ap-
peare by the armes of his ancestors, drawen verie amiably in chalke on the
in side of his tent dore.

He and no other was the man I chose out to damne with a lewd mo—
nilesse deuice ; -+ @
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Why (quoth I), my selfe that am but a poore childish weli-willer of
yours, with the verie thought that a man of your deserte and state
by a number of peasants and varlets shoulde be so iniuriously abused
in hugger mugger, haue wepte all my vrine vpwarde. The wheele vnder
our citie bridge carries not so much water ouer the citie, as my braine
hath welled forth gushing streams of sorrow :I haue wepte so im-
moderately and lauishly that I thought verily my palat had bin turned
to pissing Conduit in London. My eyes haue bin dronke, outragiously
dronke, wyth giuing but ordinarie entercourse through their sea—circled
Ilands to my distilling dreriment. What shall I say ? that which malice
hath saide is the meere ouerthrow and murther of your daies. Change
not your colour, none can slander a cleere conscience to it self ; receiue
al your fraught of misfortune in at once.(®
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Change not your colour, none can slander a clesre conscience to it self.
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~~~~~~ nor did hee (i.e. the old knight) sell his cheese by the way one-
ly, or his syder by the great, but abast himself with his owne hands to
take a shoomakers knife (a homely instrument for such a high person—
age to touch) and cut it out equally, lyke a true iusticiarie, in little
pennyworths that it would doo a man good for to looke vpon.(4)
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It is buzzed in the Kings head that you are a secret frend to the En—
emie, and nder pretence of getting a License to furnish the Campe
with syder and such like prouant, you haue furnisht the Enemie, & in

emptie barrels sent letters of discouerie and corne innumerable.(®
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The best illustration in English literature of the social phenomenon
which gave rise to the picaresque novel is the Falstaff section of Henry
W.oeeeeee Falstaff and his cronies are of varying social origin ; but they
are all the rejects of feudalism, and they belong to the Elizabethan rath—
er than to the fifteenth—century world. In another sense they do not
‘belong’ to any society at all. They are without roots. They have no fixed
abode. They have no morals except the good new rule of each for himself "
and the devil take the hindmost. And they mock every sanctity of the
feudal world——chivalry, honour, filial piety, allegiance, even kingship.
------ It was natural that Nashe, a writer responding fully in his sensi—
bility to the new world, but not yet fully consious of what it meant to
be a bourgeois, should write a book like The Unfortunate Traveller,
perhaps the most remarkable picaresque story in our language. The
Unfortunate Traveller is a hotch-potch ; it has no central core to it.
It is the story of the adventures of a young man, Jack Wilton, who
has almost all the characteristics of the outcast rogue. He is the servant
of a nobleman and therefore has a certain place in society, but in no
sense ‘belong’ to that society, or feel himself in any way morally bound
to its standards. The sense of ‘not belonging’ is increased by sending him
to the Continent for all his adventures. I emphasize this point because
it is what determines the form of the bicaresque novel, its casual
shapelessness. It is a series of incidents held together by no informing
Plan, by nothing save the presence of the hero, who is himself a vagabond
whose life has no center and no pattern.(6)
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This monsieur Capitano eate vp the creame of earnings, and Credo mihz',
res est ingeniosa dare, any man is a fine fellow as long as he hath any
money in his purse. That money is like Marigold, which opens and
shuts with the Sunne : if fortune smileth or one bee in fauour, it floweth ;
if the euening of Age comes on, or he falls into disgrace, it fadeth and
is not to be found. I was my crafts-master though I was but yong, and
could as soone decline Nominativo hic Asinus as a greater clearke ;
wherefore I thought it not conuenient my Soldado should haue my purs
any longer for his drum to play vppon, but I would giue him JIacke
Drums entertainment and send him packing.(D
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The onely precept that a traueller hath most vse of, and shall finde
most ease in, is that of Epicharchus, Vigila, Ememor sis ne quid credas :
Beleeue nothing, trust no man; yet seeme thou as thou swallowedst al,
suspectedst none, but wert aesie to be gulled by euerie one. Multi fallere
docuerunt (as Semeca saith) bum timent falli : Manie by showing this iel-
ous suspect of deceit haue made men seek more subtill meanes to de-
ceiue them.®
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Although he (i.e. Smollett) himself has advocatd that the novelist
should take nature as his guide, it is against his very unnaturalness, his
sheer exaggeration and grotesque that most recent criticism of Smollett
is directed.(®
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The ship’s complete isolation from the world——which in effect makes
the ship itself a microcosm: underscores the maddening aspect of Ro—
derick’s position as an outsider. He knows what the truth is. Unfortu-
nately, in the world where he finds himself he alone knows what the
truth is. He has no doubts about what is Greek and what is not, but
there is no way he can prove he is right, there is no just authority to
whom he can appeal. It is for this reson that he feels himself the help-
less victim of powers he cannot influence. If the entire ship’s comple—
ment were to insist that white were black and black white, Roderick
would have no means to avoid the dire consequences of maintaining the
opposite, while his sense of integrity would prevent him from merely
assenting to the lie. When Smollett conceives the circumstances of his
picaroon in such terms, it is hardly surprising that the vision of life
conjured up by the novel is of an immense and insidious conspiracy. It
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is not the best of all possible picaresque worlds, but it is one kind of
world which it is decidedly possibly to derive from the basic picares-
que situation.(10)
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It is no wonder that the ancients could not relish a fable in prose,
after they had seen so many remarkable events celebrated in verse by
their best poets. But when the minds of men were debauched, by the
imposition of priestcraft, to the utmost pitch of credulity, the authors
of romance arose, and, losing sight of probability, filled their perform-
ances with the most monstrous hyperboles. If they could not equal the
ancient poets in point of genius, they were. resolved to excel them in
fiction, and apply to the wonder rather than the judgment of their
readers. accordingly they brought necromancy to their aid, and instead
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of supporting the character of their heroes by dignity of sentiment
" and practice, distinguis hed them bty their kcdily strength, actvity, and
extravagance of behaviour. Although nothing could be more ludicrous and
unnatural than the figures they drew, they did not want patrons and
admires, and the world actually began to be infected with the spirit of
knight-errantly, when Cervantes, by an inimitable piece of ridicule,
reformed the taste of mankind, representing chivalry in the right point
of view, and converting romance to purposes far more useful and
entertaining, by making it assume the sock, and point out the follies of
ordinary life:--.--.(AD '
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The executioner needed no exhortation herevato, for of his owne na-
ture was he hackster good inough : olde excellent he was at a bone—ach.
At the first chop with his wood-knife would be fish for a mans heart,
and fetch it out as easily as a plum from the bottome of a porredge pot.
He woulde cracke neckes as fast as a cooke cracks egges : a filder can—
not turne his pin so soone as he woulde turne aman of the ladder.
Brauely did he drum on this Cutwolfes bones, not breaking them outright,
but, like a sadler knocking in of tackes, iarring on them quaueringly
with his hammer a great while together. No ioint about him but with a
hatchet he had for the nones he disioynted halfe, and then with boyling
lead souldered vp the wounds from bleeding : his tongue he puld out,
least he should blaspheme in his torment : venimous stinging wormes
hee thrust into his eares, to keep his rauingly occupied : with cankers
scruged to peeces hee rubd his mouth and his gums : no lim of his but
was lingeringly splintered in shiuers. In this horror left they him on
the wheele as in hell ; where, yet liuing, he might beholde his flesh
legacied amongst the foules of the aire.(13) .
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The real aim of this form (i.e. the form of the picaresque novel) is
obviously to provide a number of situations and a variety of objects for
satirical, humorous, or critical delineation. In the eighteenth century the
novel had not yet freed itself from the trammels of the story centred
on a single figure who had always to be present, and though char—
acterisation was then considered the main thing, the narrator remained
on the centre of the stage. Perhaps he doubted the capacity of his char—
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acters to hold the reader’s interest, and felt that an exciting story,
containing adventures, was necessary. In any. case a tale, centred on a
hero, hadto be kept going, and at the same time a number of characters
had to be given an excuse for appearing.(19 :
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