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Intention of female residents in old houses and streets: Narai-juku and

Hirasawa village along Kisoji (Kiso-rode) in Nagano Prefecture
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(Abstract)

Male residents have played the important role in preservation move-
ments for old houses and streets in the Narai area in Shiojiri City, Nagano.
After being designated as a National Important Preservation District for
Groups of Historic Buildings, the area became problematic for daily shop-
ping. Retail stores for residents changed into venues for tourists such as
souvenir shops. Some female residents spending long hours in household
chores are dissatisfied with the structure of their homes, but additions and
renovations are restricted in the preservation district.

The question is how the female residents in the district with the pres-
ervation requirements build relationships with each other and with the
district and function in such a situation. In this thesis, I will investigate the
intention to belong and to become a member of the community of the
female residents living in two Preservation Districts: an historic post town,
Narai, and a neighboring town famous for its lacquerware, Hirasawa, along

Kiso-rode in Nagano Prefecture.



Female residents gain various experiences in the town where they live
after marriage, and they form new memories. The female residents’ pride
to the area has developed through memories with family, local residents
and travelers in the old streets and houses.

As residents who moved from other towns have fewer complex rela-
tionships in the community, these women can be productively involved in
the local community. There is no difference in pride to the area between
residents who were born and raised in the town and those who moved
from other towns when they have the intention to belong and to become
a member of the community. The role of the female residents with a per-
spective of themselves as a resident and as a member of the community
will increase in today’s rapidly changing society.

Pride to the area could be an important element required for inheriting
the old streets and individual houses, which function as a core in the rela-
tionships between residents or between residents and strangers including

travelers and new residents.
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