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Authors and Readers of Yujo hyoban-ki (prostitute reputation books):

Yujo hyoban-ki for Yoshiwara (red-light district in Edo)
around the 1660s to 1680s
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(Abstract)

Yujo hyoban-ki (prostitute reputation books) generally refer to books
written in the Edo period, which have an introduction to Yukaku (red-light
district) and mainly assess the appearance, temperament and entertainment
skill of the courtesans. The Yujo hyoban-ki are guidebooks for male patrons
who enjoy Yukaku. These guidebooks could be considered the predeces-
sors of “Yoshiwara Saiken” known as guidebooks on Yoshiwara (red-light
district in Edo). However, the role of a guidebook is only one aspect of
Yujo hyoban-ki. In fact, Yujo hyoban-ki contain many miscellaneous items
including not only guidance for readers but also descriptions written for
the authors’ enjoyment, prostitutes, and the authors’ friends, among other
possible audiences. From the contents, we can infer that the male patrons
and the prostitutes around the authors were probably involved when the
authors wrote Yujo hyoban-ki. That is, Yujo hyoban-ki were interactive

books in which the readers participated and not just books unilaterally
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created by the writers. Although at first glance, Yujo hyoban-ki appear
to contain numerous insignificant anecdotes, those anecdotes are valuable
records that convey the actual situation of the authors, male patrons and
prostitutes in the Yukaku during the Edo period.

However, Yujo hyoban-ki were often underestimated as “vulgar material
without historical value” and have not been evaluated in previous research
from the perspective of their contributions. In this paper, I evaluate the
usefulness of the Yujo hyoban-ki as historical materials by clarifying the
relationships among the authors, prostitutes and male patrons in the
Yukaku based on the descriptions in Yujo hyoban-ki. For this purpose, I
will use Ywujo hyoban-ki for Yoshiwara around the 1660s to the 1680s,
which contain numerous miscellaneous descriptions, as the primary his-

torical materials.
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