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16 Hésiode, La Théogonie, Traduction francaise par Leconte de Lisle, Lemerre, s. d. (1869?).
17 La Théogonie d’Hésiode, Traduction nouvelle, Traduction francaise par M. Patin, Paris, 1872, p.6.
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Hesiod's transformation in the works of Gustave Moreau

Chikashi Kitazaki

The Greek poet Hesiod in about 700 BC wrote in his Theogony that the Muses made him a poet by
breathing the “divine voice” into him (Zheogony, 11, 29-35). This was one of the favorite themes of Gustave
Moreau (1826-1898).

Moreau in Rome in 1857 and 1858 initially made two drawings representing Hesiod being inspired by
a Muse. What is noteworthy is that Moreau gave the Muse wings in the second version but not the first. This
change became Moreauss lifelong fundamental image of Hesiod accompanied by a Muse. In the 1860s, Moreau
tried to draw Hesiod surrounded by nine Muses on large canvases. These works were not completed. Moreau's
remarkable depictions of Hesiod walking with a Muse behind him were drawn in 1870 and after.

In the 1880s, Moreau transformed this composition into the image of inspiration, which depicted an
unidentified poet who was sometimes a woman and a small figure inspiring the poet on the poet’s shoulder.
Moreau probably used the image in an altarpiece drawn by Master of Saint Cecilia, one of the works Moreau
copied in Florence, which depicted a small angel in the air behind the Saint. With this change of composition,
Moreau established the allegory of inspiration.

Moreau painted many poets, which included Orpheus, Sappho, and Arion. Hesiod accompanied by a
Muse led Moreau to create an image of the first stage in becoming a poet. The Muse's inspiration was the fuel for

turning someone into a poet, which is the image of gaining inspiration.

45



