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Relationships and reputation as family property in rice farmers:

Kanamari, Tateyama City, Chiba Prefecture

TAMAI Rina

(Abstract)

This paper reexamines family property with a focus on rice farmers.
Family property is regarded as the basic property of family business man-
agement and includes the homestead, rice and vegetable fields, woods, and
common land use rights.

In Kanamari, Tateyama City, Chiba Prefecture, farmers produce self-
sufficient rice and use dry-field farming. They continue to grow rice but
say, “We make little profit from rice cultivation.” This research found that
the rice farmers in Kanamari outsource part of their farm work to other
farmers or rent land they no longer cultivate to other farmers. This prac-
tice allows the landowning farmers to maintain their farmland in better
condition while reducing costs and saving labor, and the borrowing farm-
ers to earn income.

The question becomes why these farmers continue rice cultivation as
landowners. Their purpose is not simply securing food. What is most
important to them is retaining their farmland and the customary water
rights inherited from their ancestors, relationships with neighboring fami-
lies, and reputation and trust from others in the community. Some of the
farmers say they would feel remorse for their ancestors if they did not
continue rice cultivation as done by previous generations or if they
neglected their inherited farmland. Although these farmers demonstrate

understanding toward others who cease farming because of advanced age



or excessive damage from wild boar incursions, at the same time, they are
critical of those who neglect their farmland.

Character assessment and reputation in the community influence the
farmers’ judgment and behavior, especially by preventing them from act-
ing with their own concerns in mind rather than community interests.
Inheriting Ie does not simply mean inheriting material family property.
Like farmland, rights, relationships, and reputation is regarded as family
property that has been passed from generation to generation. This family
property perspective has caused and allowed farmers to choose to con-

tinue rice cultivation.



