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The Relation between the Concept of Tradition and Creativity:

From the Process of Making Recognition of

Okanomochi Folkways
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Folklore in recent years has two standpoints in the determination of
“identity/continuity” of the concept of “Tradition”: one standpoint tries to
abandon the concept on the grounds that the everydayness, creativity and
totality of peoples’ lives cannot be grasped from the concept; the other
tries to reconstruct the static concept of Tradition. This thesis attempts to
reconstruct the concept of tradition by analyzing the Okanomochi folkways
of offering rice cakes to the deity of grain, Okanokami, at New Year’s in
Higashinaruse-mura, Ogachi-gun, Akita Prefecture. In doing so, I will ana-
lyze the case from the perspective of how people making their recognition
of folkways in the network of Lebenswelt. This perspective is not the stand-
point of surveying based on the academic concept of tradition but rather
the standpoint of constructing a concept of tradition based on the reality
of the tradition in the field. I clarified the dynamics of the Okanomochi

folkway through the analysis and considered the dynamics of this tradition



to be an n-th order tradition. Accordingly, inherited folkways can be
reconsidered in an n+ 1-th manner under the influence of various actors
including the researcher and the act of inheriting and reconsidering that
inherited tradition can also be grasped. Although the conventional concept
of tradition has focused only on the act of inheriting once, the specification
as a concept, including the act of making recognition, can be a diachronic,
but at the same time more synchronic, approach that treats the content of
tradition as a source of material, while at the same time confronting those

who perform tradition in the Lebenswelt.
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