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But her book has the needed quality of reversing the direction of
the gaze. Some people who employ domestic labor will read her
account. Will they see themselves in her descriptions of her clients?
Will they offer their employees the meager respect Land fantasies
about? Land survived the hardship of her years as a maid, her body
exhausted and her brain filled with bleak arithmetic, to offer her

testimony. It's worth listening to®.
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They [the customers] worked to pay Classic Clean, who paid me
just above minimum wage, to keep it all spotless, in place,
acceptable. While they paid for my work like some magical cleaning
fairy, I was anything but that, shuffling through their house like a
ghost. My face had an ashen hue from a lack of sun, dark circles

under my eyes from a lack of sleep!®,
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to remain invisible. I almost felt like I had the opportunity to get to
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