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Marcel Schwob’s Essays on Stevenson

Shigechika SUZUKI

In the summer of 1884, young Marcel Schwob encountered Robert Louis Stevenson’s Treasure
Island (1882) while riding on a train to Marseille for a vacation. Schwob saw the Scottish writer,
who was almost completely unknown at the time in France, as a “new creative force in literature,”
and continued to look to him as a master throughout his life.

After reading Treasure Island, Schwob continued making approaches to his revered Stevenson
in various forms. The approaches were so persistent that they could be called a kind of fixation.
Some prior studies have discovered Stevenson’s strong influence on Schwob as well as Schwob's
homages to Stevenson in his texts. This is clear from the countless essays that Schwob published in
which he mentioned Stevenson. In real life as well, Schwob continued writing letters to Stevenson,
who had traveled to the South Pacific and was living in Samoa, and Schwob dedicated his first
short story collection to Stevenson. In 1901, when he was in his later years, despite his frail health,
Schwob traveled to Samoa in order to visit the grave of his master, whom he had never been able
to meet face-to-face. It can thus be said that Schwob, as an author, was under the influence of a
Scottish writer whom he never once met.

What did Schwob, who saw the “Master of Samoa” as the ideal writer, see in Stevenson's
literary works? This study focuses on the references to Treasure Island in the many essays about
Stevenson left behind by Schwob and examines the relationship between the two writers from both
biographical and literary viewpoints.

Keywords: Marcel Schwob, Robert Louis Stevenson, Jewish people, Anglo-French relations,

multiple narrators
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