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Social Innovation and Immigrant
Citizenship Policy

Hideki Tarumoto

In recent years, there has been an increas-
ing focus on social innovation. From an aca-
demic viewpoint, the concept can be of use in
the construction of normative theories to ex-
plore desirable social situations. The concept
of innovation was originally introduced by J.
Schumpeter to refer to a certain type of eco-
nomic development, and has since been ap-
plied to other areas. In one of them, social in-
novation should have, as its essential
elements, (a) actions or measures that serve
human progress and development, (b) qual-
itative novelty, (c) actors- or policy-driven
change, and (d) new combination. Through
the concept of social innovation, immigrant
citizenship policies can be interpreted as fol-
lows. After the Second World War, immigrant
citizenship policies were said to have been
liberalised, but since the 2000s they have
been transformed into “earned citizenship”.
Although earned citizenship is qualitatively
novel and policy-driven, and includes new
combination, it has less of a “human develop-
ment” component. It can be concluded that
the changed citizenship policies of migrants
are “social innovations without human devel-

opment”.



