FETCTHEONLI 2 R D —FE
—\bB [EEH] OEEIBEEELT—

Consideration of place in netlore:

Through understanding of “syarekowa”
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The purpose of this paper is to discuss the places that are mentioned in
ghost stories on the Internet. Existing researches about netlore has focused on
properties or famous stories. However, netlore is not all about famous stories.

This paper, in order to understand the reality of netlore as a collection
of stories, analyzed what kinds of places and what source appear in the
stories posted in “syarekowa” on the electronic bulletin board “2chan-neru”
during a specific period of time. The targets are 2000 when “syarekowa”
was started and 2008 when after the appearance of famous stories.

The results showed that most of the stories were set in places familiar
to the characters. This results are different from the standard develop-
ment of “syarekowa” that users refer to as encountering a monster in the
mountains or countryside. The most common location was home, probably
because although each Internet user is in a different environment, stories
about home can be understood by everyone.

Furthermore, in the correlation between location and source, it was

found that in 2008, there were many stories where the location was the



workplace and the source was a reprint. On the Internet, people can read
stories about places that they know about but don't know what is in them,
so stories where the location is the workplace and the source is a reprint
are possible. This “place that they know about but don't know what'’s
inside” also applies to stories set in one’s home. It is usually impossible to
know what is going on in someone else’s house, but on the Internet, it is
possible to know it as the story of “someone somewhere”. The “place that
you know about but don’t know what'’s inside” conveyed by “someone

somewhere”, another user, is considered to be unique to netlore.
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