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An Ethnographic Study of Woman's Magazine Theory
A Case Study of the Life Stories of “Soreiyu” Readers
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This paper attempts to clarify how girls read magazines in the age of
Western dressmaking culture, based on the life stories of readers of the
woman's magazine Soreil, which Junichi Nakahara launched after the end
of Pacific War. Junichi Nakahara is known as one of the pioneers of girls’
culture. Until now, the readers’ column of girls’ magazines have been
treated as one of the most important research materials. Although reader
viewpoints have been important in research on girls and women’s maga-
zines, girls and women have rarely been interviewed. To address the
absence of readers’ voices, this paper uses the method of life stories to
reveal through readers’ narratives examples of how magazines were read.

Nakahara was once an illustrator and a designer who played an active
prewar part in publishing a girls’ magazine, Shojo no Tomo (Girls’ Friend).
The interviewee for this study was born in 1944 and spent her childhood
in Shibuya, Tokyo, where from 1955 to 1960 she loved to read Soreil.
Three interviews with her revealed episodes of poverty that she witnessed

in her school life, how she used to read the magazine from cover to cover,



how she longed for the skirts introduced in the magazine, and then tried
to have them made.

As a result of this survey, the influence of yearning inspired by the
magazines became clear. Among the women interviewed, “yearning” was
included as the first reason for buying magazines. This is probably
because the magazines have pictures and articles that are practical and
familiar to readers. Yearning is also thought to have the effect of sustain-
ing memory. The interviewee remembered reading only Soreil even though

she had read other magazines and books.
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