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The life and paintings of Shuho Yamakawa

Exploring expression and Japanese dance painting

YOSHII Daimon

Shuho Yamakawa (1898-1944) is a Japanese painter working from the Taisho era to the prewar period
of the Showa era. He showed his works mainly at Kanten (government-sponsored exhibitions) and other
venues to include Kyodokai (society of painters studying under Kiyokata Kaburaki), Denshindo Gajyuku
(Shuho ITkegami’s painting school), and Nihongakai (Japan Painting Association) exhibitions. Shuho is often
introduced with fellow students belonging to Kiyokata Kaburaki’s school, but he does not necessarily have a
high profile. Articles, however, in art magazines and newspapers of the time suggest that Shuho had a solid
reputation.

In this paper, I discuss his artistic oeuvre of 50 or so years based on his reputation of the day, mainly
on his works exhibited at Teiten (Imperial Art Academy Exhibition) and transitions in his paintings based
on his writings in magazines, and approaches to expression that Shuho pursued with a focus on his works
exhibited at Kanten. I further examine and discuss his approach to expressing the human figure in Japanese-
style painting from around 1930 undil his private exhibition, “Drawing Japanese Classical Dance," in 1936. He
pursued drawing the human figure and began in 1930 to focus on drawing Japanese dance painting. Through
analyzing his paintings, I present a perspective on how painters including Shuho studying under Kiyokata
Kaburaki lived. In the waning years of Ukiyo-e (Japanese woodblock prints) and after the last Kyodokai
exhibition, these painters struggled from the end of the Taisho era through the Showa prewar period to survive
in the Japanese art world. we can assume the possibility that the main statue was originally enshrined in Yuka-
Ji Temple. It is thought that the power of the provincial governor was widespread in Dewa Province at that
time, and it is possible that the Yuka-Ji Temple, which became the Jogaku-Ji Temple, was constructed under
the authority of the provincial governor.

About half of the Dewa governors appointed in the Konin and Kanmu eras were members of the
Kudaranokonikishi clan, which was an immigrant clan. In the Kanmu era, the Kudaranokonikishi clan
received preferential treatment as maternal relatives of Emperor Kanmu. The preferential treatment is thought
due to the blood relationship with Emperor Kanmu and the awareness of changes in the imperial line.

The main statue shows the common form with the example works closely related to the immigrant
clan surrounding Emperor Kanmu and was introduced into Yamagata. It can be assumed that the main statue
was created for the Kudaranokonikishi clan, the maternal relatives of Emperor Kanmu, whose members
served as the Dewa governor. The belief is that the main statue can be positioned as an example of work from
around Emperor Kanmu’s time.



